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I. Past - “write the things which you have seen”, chapter 1.
A. John introduces the Book and salutes the churches (Rev. 1:1-8).
The Prologue - This is The Revelation of Jesus Christ.

» The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him
to show to His bond-servants, the things which must
soon take place; and He sent and communicated it by
His angel to His bond-servant John [Rev. 1:1].

Revelation is the Greek word “apokalupsis”,' which means an
unveiling, a disclosure, a revelation (of that which was before

concealed). It gives our English word apocalypse, meaning to uncover;
it is used to refer to The Book of The Revelation and is sometimes used
to mean the judgments of the end of the world. Of Jesus Christ is
probably a Subjective Genitive, meaning that Jesus Christ is the
Subject, the doer of the action. God is God the Father, who is the One
giving The Revelation to God the Son, who is giving it to His bond-
servant John. In the Holy Trinity, God the Father plans, God the Son
carries out the plans, and God the Holy Spirit reveals the plans. Notice
that it is singular; there is only one revelation given by Christ, not
several, and it was given to John.

Notice the progression of the unveiling; God the Father, to God the
Son, to His angel, to the Apostle John, to the bond-servants of Jesus
Christ. His bond-servants were under intense persecution at the time it
was given so that this book would be a tremendous encouragement to
them. Bond-servant is from “doulos”, which means a willing slave or
servant. God reveals His will to those who want to know and do it.

Soon translates “en tachei”, which literally means “with speed”. It can
be translated “quickly” as in Rev. 22:7, 12, and 20, the only three other
times this phrase occurs in The Book of The Revelation. Some interpret

! Unless otherwise specified, throughout this study the word(s) following those words
being interpreted from the text verses, as here; the Greek word, apokalupsis, are
references to the Greek. The phrase, the Greek word is not henceforth included.
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this to mean soon, that is, in John’s lifetime, and the phrase by itself
can mean that. However, all three of the other uses mean that when it
happens, it will happen quickly. A third meaning is that soon is a
relative term, relative to God who is giving this revelation. To Him “a
thousand years is as one day”.

But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved,
that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and
a thousand years like one day. The Lord is not slow
about His promise, as some count slowness, but is
patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but
for all to come to repentance. [2 Pet. 3:8,9].

The Age in which John is living is the Church Age, verse 4, and
represents the final age of man, followed by “The Day of the Lord™”.
The Church Age is one of seven Biblical “dispensations”, or time
periods, in which God deals with man in different ways. However, the
Gospel is the same in every dispensation (see Gen. 15:6).

This third meaning, must shortly take place, indicates that this book is
prophetic (verse 19), and deals predominantly with the future. Some
have said that prophecy is simply pre-written history. Only God knows
the future.

His angel is not named, but he could have been Gabriel, who also
appeared with important messages to Zechariah in Luke 1:19...

The angel answered and said to him, “I am Gabriel,
who stands in the presence of God, and I have been
sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news”
(Luke 1:19].

...and Mary in Luke 1:26. Gabriel and Michael are only two of the
three angels whose names are given in Scripture.

But Michael the archangel, when he disputed with the
devil and argued about the body of Moses, did not dare

? The “Day of the Lord” is a technical phrase that covers the period of time from the
day the Church is raptured until the end of the Millennium. See also pages 20, 86, 101,
and 167.
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pronounce against him a railing judgment, but said,
“The Lord rebuke you!” [Jude 9].

Satan, also an angel, is often referred to as “Lucifer”, assuming that
was his name from Isa. 14:12.

How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the
morning! How thou art cut down to the ground, which
didst weaken the nations [Isa. 14:12 (KJV)].

Here, the King James Version simply transliterates the Hebrew word
Lucifer into an English word. It is probably a title, correctly translated
by the NASV as “star of the morning.” Jesus, however, calls him Satan
in Matthew’s gospel, which is probably the name God gave him after
he fell in sin.

Then Jesus said to him, “Go, Satan! For it is written,

‘you shall worship the Lord your God, and serve Him
only’ ” [Matt. 4:10].

I (Satan) will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I
will make myself like the Most High [Isa. 14:13].

Notice that John could have referred to himself as an “apostle”, an
authoritative messenger, but he chose rather to call himself a
“bond-servant”, a “doulos”, a willing slave.

»/[W]ho testified to the word of God and to the
testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw [Rev.
1:2].

Testified and testimony are both from the same Greek word “martureo”
which gives our word martyr, someone who bears witness even under
the threat of death, and even unto death. Word is “logos”, the same
word John used in his Gospel in John 1:1 that he later describes in John
1:14-18 as Jesus Christ. Of Jesus Christ is another Subjective Genitive
as in verse 1; Jesus is the doer of the action; He is the One who bore
witness of God, and John (he) bears witness of Christ’s witness. The
word of God pertains to the character of Jesus and the testimony of
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Jesus Christ pertains to the message of Jesus. John and we today need
only bear witness as to who Jesus is and what He says.

» Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the
words of the prophecy, and heed the things which are
written in it; for the time is near [Rev. 1:3].

Blessed is “makarios”, which means a supernatural blessing; blessing
from God. The Book of The Revelation is the only book of the Bible
that offers this promise. This verse could be translated, Blessed is the
one reading and the ones hearing the words of the prophecy and the
ones keeping the things having been written in it. The singular and then
plural participles suggest that one person is reading the book (probably
in a church gathering), and several persons are listening to the reading.

Hear is “akouo”, which gives the English word “acoustics”, and means
to hear and take action upon, hence, the third participle heed, or
“keeping”. Prophecy is “propheteia”, which in its basic form means a
prediction of future events. It also simply means a forthtelling (coming
from God, His forthtellings are often of the future). For the time is
near refers directly to future events.

Time is “kairos”, which in this book refers to a specific time, the time
of the end; the first 3 1/2 years of the Tribulation (Rev. 11:18), and the
last three and one-half years (Rev. 12:12 and 14).

And the nations were enraged, and Your wrath came,
and the time came for the dead to be judged, and the
time to reward Your bond-servants the prophets and
saints and those who fear Your name, the small and the
great, and to destroy those that destroy the earth [Rev.
11:18].

For this reason, rejoice, O heavens and you that dwell
in them. Woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil
has come down to you, having great wrath, knowing
that he has only a short time....But the two wings of
the great eagle were given to the woman, so that she
could fly into the wilderness to her place, where she
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was nourished for a time and times and half a time,
from the presence of the serpent [Rev. 12:12,14].

This interpretation is called Dispensational, which uses a literal method
of interpretation, and means that God deals with man through specific
time periods.’ The other three methods are called “Allegorical”,
“Preterite”, and “Historical”. The Allegorical method maintains that
The Book of The Revelation is only an allegory of stories from which
we extract spiritual principles. The Preterite method insists that all
material contained within the Book was fulfilled in John’s day. The
Historical method defines the book as simply a panorama of the history
of the Church.

2. The Salutation or greeting to the churches - Jesus is coming again to
rightfully rule on the earth.

» John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to
you and peace, from Him who is and who was and who
is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before
His throne [Rev. 1:4].

John is the Apostle John introduced first in verse 1. The Revelation is
from Jesus Christ to John, but ultimately for the seven churches. Seven
is the number in Scripture for completion and also the number for
perfection. Seven local churches were chosen even though there were
more local churches in the province of Asia. “Seven” is used many
times in The Book of The Revelation, for example, seven seals, seven
trumpets, seven bowls.

Churches is “ekklesiaia”, the plural of “ekklesia”, meaning ‘“the
called-out ones”, all believers in Christ during the Church Age from
Pentecost until the Rapture of the Church.

I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock
I will build My church, and the gates of Hades will not
overpower it [Matt. 16:18].

3 See Illustration 1
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Theologians call The Church the “Universal Church”, made up of all
believers from Pentecost until the Rapture. A local church, then, is the
physical manifestation of the Universal Church at any given time in
history in any given place. While there can be unbelievers in a local
assembly, there are only true believers in the Universal Church because
they are supernaturally placed there by the Holy Spirit at the moment of
salvation.

For even as the body is one and yet has many
members, and all the members of the body, though
they are many, are one body, so also is Christ. For by
one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether
Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all
made to drink of one Spirit [1 Cor. 12:12-13].

The Greek word, baptizo, (which we also transliterate into an English
word, baptize), means “to identify with by placing into”. At the
moment of salvation, the Holy Spirit identifies a believer with Christ by
“placing him or her into Christ”. This is called Positional Truth (see
Rom. 8:1).

These churches were in the Roman province of Asia located in
Southwest Asia Minor. The capital and chief city of this province was
Ephesus. Thus, Ephesus receives the first letter, recorded in Chapter 2.

Grace is often used of God’s attitude toward believers, our standing
before Him. Grace is “charis”; God’s unsought and unmerited favor
upon those who deserve exactly the opposite. It also describes God’s
constant attitude toward believers; once we come under the grace of
God through the blood of His Son, we never lose that standing.

My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they
follow Me, and I give eternal life to them, and they will
never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My
hand. My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater
than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the
Father’s hand. 1 and the Father are one [John 10:27-
30].

While believers experience God’s grace at salvation...

10
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For by grace you have been saved through faith; and
that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a
result of works, so that no one may boast [Eph. 2:8, 9].

...they never lose the need to experience the grace of God on a daily
basis; hence, John’s salutation for God’s grace in their lives today.

Peace is “irene”, which gives our English name /rene, and which also

is often used of God’s daily blessings upon believers as they experience
Him on a daily basis.

Here again, peace is given by God at the moment of our salvation.

For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups
into one and broke down the barrier of the dividing
wall [Eph. 2:14].

But we always need to experience the peace of God in our daily lives.

[Flor God is not a God of confusion but of peace, as in
all the churches of the saints [1 Cor. 14:33].

Although Rev. 1:4-8 briefly introduces us to the seven churches, the
passage really is here to introduce us to God, especially the Lord Jesus
Christ, and why He has a right to rule over the earth. Jesus rightfully
rules because He gives grace and peace and because of the Essence of
God.

While the word Trinity does not occur in Scripture, it is a helpful
theological word to describe the fact that the God of the Bible exists in
the form of three Persons, each with all the divine attributes but with

differing ministries. In verses 4b-5a we have a description of the
Trinity:

»...from Him who is and who was and is to come, and
from the seven Spirits who are before His throne, and
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of
the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To
Him who loves us and released us from our sins by His
blood [Rev. 1:4b,5a].

11
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The Father is Eternal: Him in this context refers to the Father.

Who is and who was and who is to come is a New Testament
paraphrase of the Old Testament name for God, YAHWEH, which
means the eternally Self-existent One. While God bestows His eternal
life upon those who trust His Son (John 3:16), only God has always
been and will always be.

God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM”; and He said,
“Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, ‘T AM has
sent me to you’ ” [Ex. 3:14].

»_and from the seven spirits who are before His
throne [Rev 1:4c].

The Spirit is complete and perfect and holy. Again, seven is the
number of completion and perfection and is the same Spirit of all seven
churches.

The seven Spirits who are before His throne is an unusual description
of the Holy Spirit. Seven coincides with the seven churches who all
have the Spirit, and also represents the completeness and perfection of
God. He is Omnipresent and is perfect because He is “before His
throne” and only God can dwell in the very presence of God.

a. The Son, Jesus Christ, is the perfect Doer of God’s will.
» [A]nd from Jesus Christ...[Rev. 1:5a].

Jesus Christ is God the Son, listed last because He is the great theme
of this Book of The Revelation.

In verses 5 and 6a John uses two trilogies to describe Christ; three of
His Person and three of His accomplishments.

»[A]nd from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the
earth. To Him who loves us and released us from our
sins by His blood....and He has made us to be a

12
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kingdom, priests to His God and Father...[Rev. 1:5,
6aj.

e Of His Person, or what He does for God the Father:
(1) The faithful witness.
I have manifested Your name to the men whom You
gave Me out of the world; they were Yours and You
gave them to Me, and they have kept Your word [John
17:6].
(2) The first-born of the dead.

But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first
fruits of those who are asleep [1 Cor. 15:20].

(3) The ruler of the kings of the earth (see Psalm 2).
e Of His accomplishments, or what He does for man:

(1) He loves us.
A new commandment I give to you, that you love one
another, even as [ have loved you, and that you also
love one another [John 13:34].

(2) He released us from our sins.
[AInd He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and
not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world
[1 John 2:2].

(3) He made us a kingdom and priests to God.

He is the faithful witness.
Now, Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with

the glory which I had with You before the world was. I
have manifested Your name to the men whom You

13
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gave Me out of the world; they were Yours and You
gave them to Me, and they have kept Your word [John
17:5,6].

Faithful is “pistos”, which in the New Testament always has God for
its object. We can conclude, then, that Jesus (unlike Satan) always is
faithful to God the Father. Witness, or “testimony”, is from “martureo”
(see page 7).

He is the firstborn of the dead.

But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first
fruits of those who are asleep [1 Cor. 15:20].

Firstborn does not refer to generation because Jesus is eternal as is the
Father. It refers to being resurrected from the dead. He is the “first
fruits” because God is planning a huge harvest of souls of all those who
have trusted in His Son as their personal Savior. The dead, then, refers
only to the “righteous dead”...

Then I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and
judgment was given to them. And I saw the souls of
those who had been beheaded because of their
testimony of Jesus and because of the word of God,
and those who had not worshipped the beast or his
image, and had not received the mark on their forehead
and on their hand; and they came fo life and reigned
with Christ for a thousand years [Rev. 20:4].

... not to be confused with the “unrighteous dead”

The rest of the dead did not come to life until the
thousand years were completed. [Rev. 20:5].

He is the ruler of the kings of the earth (see Psalm 2). Notice the word
and, which begins this part of the sentence and the period to end it;
thus, the trilogy is ended to describe the work of the Son for the Father.
This phrase is actually prophetic, as is Psalm 2, as the Son waits for the
Father to make his enemies his footstool.

14
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Every priest stands daily ministering and offering time
after time the same sacrifices, which can never take
away sins; but He, having offered one sacrifice for sins
for all time, sat down on the right hand of God, waiting
from that time onward until His enemies be made a
footstool for His feet [Heb. 10:11-13].

This actually occurs in Rev 19:11ff.

He loves us.

Now before the Feast of the Passover, Jesus knowing
that His hour had come that He would depart out of
this world to the Father, having loved His own who
were in the world, He loved them to the end....A new
commandment I give to you, that you love one another,
even as [ have loved you, that you also love one
another [John 13:1, 34].

Loves is a Present Participle expressing continuous action. Agapao
means unconditional love, the love of choice, the love to the unlovely.
This participle is Attendant Circumstance to the main verb “has made”.

He released us from our sins.

[AInd He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and

for not ours only, but also for those of the whole world
[1 John 2:2].

Here is another Participle, but this one is Aorist denoting completed
action; He has completely released us from the penalty of our sins.

Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who
are in Christ Jesus [Rom. 8:1].

Truly, truly I say to you, he who hears My word, and
believes Him who has sent Me, has eternal life, and

does not come into judgment, but has passed out of
death into life [John 5:24].

15
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The KJV, based on a more recent Greek text, translates released,
“washed”. That is because the NASV is based on an older Greek text
with “lusanti”, meaning to release, while “lousanti” means to wash.
The words are pronounced the same and could easily produce an error
in transmission of the text. The better text is probably “released”.

By His blood shows that salvation is not by works (Eph. 2:8-9). God is
“glorified” because of what Jesus does for us. He has made us a
kingdom of priests to His God.

Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has
passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let
us hold fast our profession. For we do not have a high
priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but
One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet
without sin. Therefore let us draw near with confidence
to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy
and find grace to help in time of need [Heb. 4:14-16].

» [A]nd He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His
God and Father — to Him be the glory and the
dominion forever and ever. Amen [Rev. 1:6].

Has made is an Aorist Indicative Active verb, the main verb of this
sentence. It implies completed action - “has made”- we are already a
kingdom, but without an established kingdom on the earth. Our King is
ruling upon the throne of God in heaven and has yet to transfer that
kingdom to the earth. Also, “we” (the Church Universal), must not be
confused with the kingdom of Israel.

So when they had come together, they were asking
Him, saying, “Lord, is it at this time You are restoring
the kingdom to Israel?” [Acts 1:6].

Priests is “hiereis”, the plural of “hiereus”, one who performs
sacrificial rites. The adjective means hallowed, holy, divine. Glory is
“doksa” from “dokeo”, which means to think, to illuminate, to
enlighten. Dominion is “krotos”, meaning dominion, might, strength,
power, from the verb “krateo”, which means to be superior, to hold
fast, to retain. Amen is a transliteration of the Greek “amen”, or “so be

16
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it”, borrowed from the Hebrew “amen”. It carries the idea of the
acknowledgement of that which is valid. Jesus will return and rule over
the earth.

» Behold, He is coming with the clouds. And every eye

will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the
tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. So it is to be.
Amen [Rev. 1:7].

Clouds refers to the Second Coming of Christ.

And after He had said these things, He was lifted up
while they were looking on, and a cloud received Him
out of their sight. And as they were gazing intently into
the sky while He was going, behold, two men in white
clothing stood beside them. They also said, “Men of
Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This
Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven,
will come in just the same way as you have watched
Him go into heaven” [Acts 1:8-11].

He is coming is a first century prediction of the Second Coming of
Christ. Every eye is all people including Jews, those who pierced
Him...

I will pour out on the house of David and on the
inhabitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit of grace and of
supplication, so that they will look on Me whom they
have pierced; and they will mourn for Him, as one
mourns for an only son, and they will weep bitterly
over Him like the bitter weeping over a firstborn
[Zech. 12:10].

...and Gentiles, all the tribes of the earth. They will mourn because
He is coming in judgment.

Verse 8 describes the eternality and omnipotence of God.

17
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» “I am the Alpha and Omega,” says the Lord God,
“who is and was and who is to come, the Almighty”
[Rev. 1:§].

The first letter of the Greek alphabet is alpha and the last letter is
omega, symbolizing eternality.

B. John saw the resurrected, glorified Jesus Christ (Rev. 1:9-20).

One of the distinguishing characteristics of the Apostles of Christ is
that they saw and heard the resurrected Christ. Before John was given
the message to the churches, he was given a very special revelation; he
saw Christ in all His resurrection glory.

1. John heard the voice.

» I, John, your brother and fellow partaker in the
tribulation and kingdom and perseverance which are
in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos because of
the word of God and the testimony of Jesus [Rev. 1:9].

I is a turning point of the first chapter when John begins to refer to
himself in the first person. John was the beloved disciple, the closest to
the Lord Jesus in His earthly ministry. Brother is “adelphos”, which is
used throughout the New Testament in reference to spiritual brothers.
Believers are related in the Body of Christ; they are in the same
spiritual family.

Fellow partaker is “sunkoinonos”, “those who fellowship with”, or
“those who partake together”. Tribulation is “thlipis”, which literally
means pressure, compression; it was used of the Greeks to describe
affliction, distress of mind, distressing circumstances, trials and
afflictions.

Kingdom is “basileia”, the Kingdom of God, of which all believers in
Christ are citizens; we are His ambassadors.

But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and
all these things will be added to you [Matt. 6:33].

18
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Therefore we are ambassadors for Christ, as though
God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on
behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God [2 Cor. 5:20].

Perseverance is “hupomone”, which means patient endurance, a patient
awaiting, a patient frame of mind, an enduring of affliction. John was
on Patmos for about 18 months, banished from being a pastor at
Ephesus.

In Jesus is the description of Positional Truth, of the things that go
along with being identified with Christ.

Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will
be persecuted [2 Tim. 3:12].

The island called Patmos is in the South Aegean Sea, just off the coast
of Asia Minor. It was where the Roman Emperor Domitian banished

certain political prisoners to work the rock quarry. John was probably
in his 80’s or 90’s when banished in A.D. 95 and was allowed to return

to Ephesus when Nerva took the throne.

Because introduces why John was there; he was teaching the Word of
God and testifying as to who Jesus is.

Testimony is “martureo” (see page 7). Of Jesus is an Objective
Genitive; Jesus is the Object of the testimony. Therefore, the Person
and Work of Jesus is what we should be giving witness to.

» [ was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and I heard
behind me a loud voice like the sound of a trumpet
[Rev. 1:10].

I was in the Spirit is a very difficult phrase to translate and to interpret,
because “in the Spirit” does not have the definite article and might be
translated “in spirit” or “in my spirit” (both with a small “s”), referring
to John’s human spirit, that immaterial part of man that relates to and
communes with the living God. The NASV translators chose to use
“the Spirit”, referring to the Holy Spirit, who gave John the great
vision, or revelation, that makes up this great book.

19
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On the Lord’s day is usually taken to refer to the first day of the week
(however, such references never occur elsewhere in the New Testament
(but see Acts 20:7). Or, from historical arguments, some say it refers to
Easter Sunday, which is unlikely. Others take this to refer to the Day of
the Lord, 2 Pet. 3:10, which is also unlikely. “On the Lord’s Day” is
not the Genitive Case that would denote possession. It is actually the
Dative Case that could be translated “for the Lord’s Day”. All 16 of the
other New Testament uses translated “Lord’s” are in the Genitive case.

It might even refer to John being in fellowship and communion with
Christ, and so was ready to receive this revelation.

What was from the beginning, what we have heard,
what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked

at and touched with our hands, concerning the Word of
Life [1 John 1:1].

A loud voice is used to gain attention, as is the use of the trumpet in
Scripture.

As he was traveling, it happened that he was
approaching Damascus, and suddenly a light from
heaven flashed around him; and he fell to the ground
and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are
you persecuting me?” And he said, “Who are you
Lord?” And He said, “I am Jesus whom you are
persecuting, but get up and enter the city, and it will be
told you what you must do.” The men who traveled

with him stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing
no one [Acts 9:3-8].

» [S]aying, “Write in a book what you see, and send it
to the seven churches: to Ephesus and to Smyrna and
to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to
Philadelphia and to Laodicea” [Rev. 1:11].

Write resulted in this book becoming part of inspired Scripture.

All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in
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righteousness; so that the man of God may be
adequate, equipped for every good work [2 Tim.
3:16-17].

Book is “biblion” from which we derive the word “Bible”, which
meant a “scroll” to John. What you see means that John would describe
in his own words what he saw. That is why the words “like” or “as”
occur so many times in this book. Send it to the seven churches shows
that the Word of God was intended to be shared with God’s people. All
these local churches were in the province of Asia.

2. John saw Christ glorified.

» Then [ turned to see the voice that was speaking with

me. And having turned I saw seven golden lampstands
[Rev. 1:12].

I turned to see the voice means that he turned to see the source of the
voice. But, the first thing he saw was seven golden lampstands. Once
again, seven is the number of completion and perfection. Gold in
Scripture symbolizes Deity. It is impossible to tell if the lampstands
had seven sticks as the one in the Temple or just one stick. A little
further in the text, verse 20 explains that the lampstands were the seven
churches, because a lampstand holds a light that illuminates something
or someone. Local churches are to witness for Christ.

» [A]nd in the middle of the lampstands I saw one like
a son of man, clothed in a robe reaching to the feet,

and girded across His chest with a golden sash [Rev.
1:13].

In the middle shows that Christ is in the midst of His churches. He
knows all about them and their witness. With them is the Divine
Presence. Son of Man is a common Old and New Testament reference
to the Messiah and stresses His humanity.

Clothed in a robe reaching to the feet is literally clothed to the feet, so

we don’t know what the robe was like. We do know that the belt or
girdle was golden, symbolic of the Deity and royalty of the Wearer.
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» His head and His hair were white like white wool,
like snow,; and His eyes were like a flame of fire [Rev.
1:14].

White hair was a symbol of purity and glorification, as when Moses in
the Old Testament had been in the presence of Deity, his face glowed;
Jesus is Deity. These eyes are all-seeing eyes.

Fire is a Scriptural sign of judgment.

John answered and said to them all, “As for me, I
baptize you with water; but One is coming who is
mightier than I, and I am not fit to untie the thong of
His sandals; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit
and fire” [Luke 3:16].

And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the
lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and false
prophet are also; and they will be tormented day and
night forever and ever [Rev. 20:10].

» His feet were like burnished bronze, when it has
been made to glow in a furnace, and His voice was like
the sound of many waters [Rev. 1:15].

Bronze is the Scriptural symbol for judgment, so wherever Jesus walks
He brings judgment or reward, depending on whether the person has
trusted Him as Savior or not.

Many waters are overwhelming and overpowering.

» In His right hand He held seven stars, and out of His
mouth came a sharp two-edged sword; and His face
was like the sun shining in its strength [Rev. 1:16].

Right hand is the place of strength, honor, and sovereign possession.
Stars are “asteros” from which English derives asteroid. Sword is

“rhomphaia”, found seven times in Scripture (see Rev 1:16; 2:12, 16;
6:8; 19:15, 21; and Luke 2:35). This was a large, two-edged sword
usually wielded with two hands. The ”machaira” was a double-edged
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sword, swung with one hand; made famous by Roman soldiers. The
other hand held their shield.

For the word of God is living and active and sharper
than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the
division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow,
and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the
heart [Heb. 4:12].

Shining in its strength is Jesus as Lord of Glory, no longer a baby in
Bethlehem or the Man of Sorrows.

Christ gave John strength to write.

» When I saw Him, I fell at His feet like a dead man.
And He placed His right hand on me saying, “Do not
be afraid; I am the first and the last” [Rev. 1:17].

For fell at His feet, see Acts 9 and John 11. It is the normal response of
a mortal in the presence of Deity. Right hand is the symbol of strength.

Do not be afraid starts a quote of Jesus that continues through Chapter
three. John was probably afraid that he might die because he saw God’s
unveiled glory.

So Manoah said to his wife, “We will surely die, for we
have seen God” [Judges 13:22].

I am the first and the last refers to Christ’s Eternality, Sovereignty,
Deity and Creatorship.

» [A]nd the Living One,; and I was dead, and behold 1
am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of death and
Hades [Rev. 1:18].

The living One equals eternally self-existent.

I was dead, and behold I am alive forevermore refers to Atonement
Theology. Sins must be covered with blood. For us to be saved required
the death of Christ.
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And according to the Law, one may almost say, all
things are cleansed with blood, and without shedding

of blood, there is no forgiveness [Heb. 9:22].

“Atonement” means a covering. Man tries to cover his sin but cannot.
Therefore, God, who could not experience death, became a man, the
Lord Jesus Christ, so He could have blood, shed that blood, experience
death, and provide the “covering” for the sins of the human race. Now,
Jesus is “alive forevermore”.

Keys are symbolic of authority. Death and Hades refer to both the
people who are dead and the place where they are. These dead people
do not cease to exist.

» Therefore write the things which you have seen, and
the things which are, and the things which will take

place after these things [Rev. 1:19].

This verse gives the broad outline to the Book of The Revelation:*

...the things which you have seen, chapter 1.
...the things which are, chapters 2-3.
...the things which shall take place after these things, chapters 4-22.

» As for the mystery of the seven stars which you saw
in My right hand, and the seven golden lampstands:
the seven stars are the angels of the seven churches,
and the seven lampstands are the seven churches [Rev.

1:20]

Mpystery is “musterion”, which is something hidden that must be
revealed.

Angels is “angellos”, which means a “messenger” (see also page 25).

4 See Illustration 2.
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I1. Present - “write the things which are”, chapters 2 and 3.

Chapters 2 and 3 consist of the seven letters to the seven churches that
existed in John’s day in the Province of Asia, located in the southwest
corner of Asia Minor.” Today it is Turkey. It can be illustrated that the
various characteristics of these seven churches of John’s day parallel
those that have existed throughout the Church Age right up until the
time when Jesus will return. Every local assembly in every generation
can learn from these letters.

A. The letter to Ephesus — Theme of the letter: let love be the real
motivation behind your service for Christ, Rev. 2:1-7.

1. The Destination - the church in Ephesus.

» To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: [Rev.
2:1].

Angel is “angelos”, which simply means messenger. In The Book of
The Revelation angels probably refers to angelic beings; perhaps a
special holy angel is assigned to each local church. It seems to be used
in the text 67 times for angelic beings and nine other times for human
messengers, and it is used in Luke 9:52 and James 2:25 for human
beings.

[AInd he sent messengers on ahead of him, and they
went and entered a village of the Samaritans to make
arrangements for him [Luke 9:52].

In the same way, was not Rahab the harlot also
justified by works when she received the messengers
and sent them out by another way? [James 2:25].

Church is “ekklasia” which means called out ones. Believers are called

out of the world for special, holy purposes, at least to preach the Gospel
and to live the Gospel. Ephesus was the largest of the seven cities,

having a population of about 600,000 and was the capital city of the

3 See Illustration 3
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Province of Asia. It was a very wicked city, filled with idolatry (see
Acts 18:23-19:41).

Write is “grapho”, which gives our word graphic.
2. The Commendation - for persevering in Godly deeds.

» The One who holds the seven stars in His right hand,
the One who walks among the seven golden
lampstands, says this [Rev. 2:1b].

The One is the resurrected, glorified Jesus Christ (see Rev. 1:13-15).
Holds is “kraton” (the same as in Rev. 1:16), which means fo hold with

authority.

Once again, Seven is the number of completion, the number of
perfection. Notice that this description of Christ was used in chapter 1,
verses 13 and 16. Each letter in chapters two and three includes part of
the description of Christ from the first chapter. Each part is significant
to the letter; so this one stresses His authority and omnipresence. Jesus
is with every local church and knows everything about them.

Right hand is the place of strength, honor, power, and sovereign
possession. Walks is “peripateo”, which means to walk around, a
description of life-style. Rev. 1:20 says stars are the angels of the
churches, and the lampstands are the churches. Says is the main verb
and who holds and who walks are both Present Participles of Attendant
Circumstance that lend credence to what He says.

» [ know your deeds and your toil and perseverance,
and that you cannot tolerate evil men, and you put to

the test those who call themselves apostles and they are
not, and you found them to be false [Rev. 2:2].

I know is from “oida”, which means to know by observation. This
knowledge is the result of His Omnipresence in verse 1b. Deeds is
“erga” from energo from which we derive “energy”. It recurs in verse
five. Toil is “kopiao”, which means to work so hard as to work up a
sweat.
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Perseverance 1is “hupomone”, meaning patient endurance and
persistence. It speaks of waiting on the Lord for deliverance. Tolerate
is “bastazo”, which means to lift up, to carry, to endure. Seen again in
verse 3, this tolerance also speaks of waiting upon God to vindicate His
people.

Evil men is all one word in the Greek and reminds us that Satan uses
people in local churches to accomplish his evil deeds. Put to the test is
“pirazo”, which means to test so as to approve (Aorist Tense denotes
completed action). Call themselves shows that their authority had not
come from Christ.

Jesus hand-picked every one of His Apostles.

Jesus summoned His twelve disciples and gave them
authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to
heal every kind of disease and every kind of sickness.

Now the names of the twelve apostles are
these...[Matt. 10:1,2a].

An apostle, “apostolos”, was one sent with the authority of the sender,
with a special message. False is “pseudeis”, which gives our word
pseudo. They were tested and found to be false because their doctrine
was false!

» [A]nd you have perseverance and have endured for
My name’s sake, and have not grown weary [Rev. 2:3].

You have endured is Aorist Tense, completed action; they had endured
up until now. For My name’s sake describes the reason why they
persevered and endured; for Christ’s sake. Matt. 7:21-23 illustrates how
unbelievers can use the power of Christ’s name to do good works.

Not everyone who says to Me, “Lord, Lord” will enter
into the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will
of My Father who is in heaven will enter. Many will
say to Me on that day, “Lord, Lord, did we not
prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out
demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?”
And then I will declare to them, “I never knew you,
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depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness” [Matt:
7:21-23].

Have not grown weary could be translated “have not given up”. They
received an A+ for endurance!

1. The Rebuke - for leaving their first love.

» But I have this against you, that you have left your
first love [Rev. 2:4].

But is “alla”, a strong contrasting conjunction. You have left is another
Aorist Tense, denoting completed action, from “aphiemi”, which means
to depart from. The Active Voice means they chose to do this. First
love was Christ Himself. Here, “love” is ‘“agape”, which is
unconditional love, that love of a believer for his/her Savior.

2. The Exhortation - to repent, return to a motive of love.

» Therefore remember from where you have fallen,
and repent and do the deeds you did at first; or else |
am coming to you and will remove your lampstand out
of its place — unless you repent. Yet this you do have,
that you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also
hate [Rev. 2:5,6].

Therefore introduces a conclusion; after Christ’s rebuke in verse 4,
there should come a searching for what God wants them to do.
Remember is “mnamoneuo”, from which we derive memory. You have
fallen is another Aorist Tense.

Repent is Imperative Mood, the mood of command. It, too, is Aorist
Tense. The verb is “metanoeo”, which is made up of “meta” meaning
with, and “noeo”, meaning the mind. “With the mind” to a Greek meant
to change the mind to agree with another idea. Context must decide
what must be changed. For example, in the book of Acts, the Jews must
change their minds about who Jesus is - their Messiah - whom they had
turned over to the Romans to be nailed to the cross.

Peter said to them, “repent...” [Acts 2:38a].
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In Hebrews there is a change of mind about dead works.

Therefore leaving the elementary teaching about the
Christ, let us press on to maturity, not laying again a
foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith
toward God [Heb. 6:1].

Works do not produce salvation, so people need to change their minds
about this. In Rev. 9:20-21 evil men refused to change their minds
about performing evil deeds that would only lead them to judgment.
Repentance does not require a deep emotional experience, but it can
include it. Do the deeds you did at first to Christ are different deeds
than the ones done after they left their first love. He sees them
differently because they changed their motivation.

Or else introduces the Divine discipline that Jesus will exercise if they
refuse to repent. Jesus has authority to discipline His local churches.

And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All
authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth”
[Matt. 28:18].

History tells us the church at Ephesus did repent and Jesus went on to
use them for a long time. I will remove your lampstand, means that He
will remove their testimony of Him.

History says that the Nicolaitans held that it was lawful to eat things
offered to idols, and to mix in and even encourage the worship of idols.
They denied God to be the Creator of the world, ascribing its existence
to other powers. They were a licentious people.®

5. The Promise - to bring overcomers to Paradise.

» He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says
to the churches. To him who overcomes, I will grant to
eat of the tree of life which is in the paradise of God
[Rev. 2:7].

8 Merrill F. Unger, Unger’s New Bible Dictionary, 3" Ed.,7" Printing (Chicago:
Moody Bible Institute) p. 792.
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He who has an ear is a way of saying that the listener has a
responsibility to respond to the message. Hear is “‘akouo” which means
to hear with a response. The Spirit is the “Holy Spirit”, who inspired
the writing of the Bible.

But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture
is a matter of one’s own interpretation, for no prophecy
was ever made by an act of human will, but men
moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God [2 Pet. 1:20,
21].

To the churches shows that this letter is to eventually be read to all the
churches in Asia. Him who overcomes is a believer in Christ.

For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and
this is the victory that has overcome the world — our
faith. Who is the one who overcomes the world, but se
who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? [1 John 5:4,
5].

Eat of the tree of life is a way to describe eternal life.

Then he showed me a river of the water of life, clear as
crystal, coming from the throne of God and of the
Lamb, in the middle of its street. On either side of the
river was the tree of life, bearing twelve kinds of fruit,
yielding its fruit every month; and the leaves of the tree
were for the healing of the nations [Rev. 22:1,2 (see
also Gen. 2:9, 16-17; 3:1-7, 22-24)].

Paradise is the Greek word “paradise”, meaning a “pleasure park”,
usually with all sorts of trees and usually stocked with wild game for

hunting. Of God is a Genitive of possession.

B. The letter to Smyrna — Theme of the letter: keep persevering through
the trials of life, Rev. 2:8-11.

1. The Destination - the church in Smyrna.
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» And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write [Rev.
2:8a].

For angel, church, and write, see page 25-26.

Smyrna was a very beautiful and influential city 40 miles north of
Ephesus in the Province of Asia. It had a population of 200,000 and
was referred to as the “First of Asia”, referring to its beauty. It was
built on the top of a hill, making the skyline look like a crown. It was a
wealthy city where the sciences and medicine flourished. Always
siding with Rome, Smyrna earned special privileges as a free,
self-governing city. The “Golden Street” had temples to Zeus and
Cybele at either end and along the street were temples to Apollo,
Asclepius and Aphrodite. Smyrna was the center of emperor worship,
building the first temple to Tiberius Caesar.

Under Emperor Domitian, A.D. 81-96, emperor worship became
mandatory requiring citizens to throw a pinch of incense onto the altar
to the godhead of Caesar while saying, “Caesar is Lord.” Upon this
annual act of worship, a certificate was awarded which said, “We, the
representatives of the Emperor, Serenos and Hermas, have seen you
sacrificing.” Consequently, persecution of Christians in Smyrna was
very intense when they refused to worship Caesar. For refusing, one
bishop in A.D. 155 named Polycarp was burned at the stake, the twelfth
to suffer public execution under the persecution of Emperor Adrian.’

’ He stepped forward, and was asked by the proconsul if he really was Polycarp. When
he said yes, the proconsul urged him to deny the charge. “Respect your years!” he
exclaimed, adding similar appeals regularly made on such occasions: “Swear by
Caesar’s fortune; change your attitude; say: ‘Away with the Godless!” ” But Polycarp,
with his face set, looked at all the crowd in the stadium and waved his hand toward
them, sighed, looked up to heaven, and cried: “Away with Godless!” The governor
pressed him further: “Swear, and I will set you free: execrate Christ.” “For eighty-six
years,” replied Polycarp, “I have been His servant, and He has never done me wrong:
how can I blaspheme my King who saved me?” “I have wild beasts,” said the
proconsul. “I shall throw you to them, if you don’t change your attitude.”

“Call them,” replied the old man. “We cannot change our attitude if it means a change
from better to worse. But it is a splendid thing to change from cruelty to justice.” “If
you make light of the beasts,” retorted the governor, “I’ll have you destroyed by fire,
unless you change your attitude.” Polycarp answered: “The fire you threaten burns for a
time and is soon extinguished: there is a fire you know nothing about — the fire of the
judgment to come and of eternal punishment, the fire reserved for the ungodly. But
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2. The Commendation - for their perseverance under persecution.

» The first and the last, who was dead, and has come
to life, says this [Rev. 2:8b].

The first and the last (compare Rev. 1:17-18, page 23), includes the
attributes of Christ as Eternal, Creator, Sovereign, and Deity. Thus, the
suffering and persecution experienced by any Christian in any age is
under God’s permissive will. Who was dead is literally “who became
dead”; this shows the ability of Christ to identify with anyone who is
suffering, because He Himself suffered greatly.

And has come to life shows God’s ultimate victory over all suffering of
His children.

But Abraham said, “Child, remember that during your
life you received your good things, and likewise

Lazarus bad things; but now he is being comforted
here...”[Luke 16:25a].

Says this is Present Tense, emphasizing the authority and present
relevance of the Word of God.

» [ know your tribulation and your poverty (but you
are rich) and the blasphemy by those who say they are

why do you hesitate? Do what you want.” The proconsul was amazed and sent the crier
to stand in the middle of the arena and announce three times:

“Polycarp has confessed that he is a Christian.” Then a shout went up from every throat
that Polycarp must be burnt alive...the rest followed in less time than it takes to
describe: the crowds rushed to collect logs and faggots from workshop and public
baths...When the pyre was ready...Polycarp prayed: “Oh, Father of Thy beloved and
blessed Son, Jesus Christ, through whom we have come to know Thee, and God of
angels and powers and all creation, and of the whole family of the righteous who live in
Thy presence; I bless Thee for counting me worthy of this day and hour, that in the
number of the martyrs [ may partake of Christ’s cup, to the resurrection of eternal life
of both soul and body in the imperishability that is the gift of the Holy Spirit....”

When he had offered up the Amen and completed his prayer, the men in charge lit the
fire, and a great flame shot up. Eusebius, History of the Church, IV 15.
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Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan [Rev.
2:9]

For I know, see page 26.

Tribulation is “thlipsis”, the same in verse 10 and Rev. 1:9. Poverty is
“ptocheian”, which was the Greek word for abject poverty. Evidently,
the persecution of Christians in Smyrna was through economic
pressure. But you are rich gives God’s point of view of their situation:
He looks upon His children from a spiritual perspective.

God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must
worship in Spirit and truth [John 4:24].

Blasphemy is the Greek “blasphemia”, which means a railing, a
reproach, an evil speaking. Say they are Jews and are not means they
are not the spiritual recipients of the Abrahamic promises, because they
have rejected Christ. (See John 8:31-47, in particular, vv. 33 and 44.)

Synagogue is from “sunagoga”, which means an assembly of people, a
gathering place. Notice the singular, “a synagogue”, teaches that not
all synagogues are bad. Satan is “satan”, meaning adversary, opponent,
enemy.

3. The Rebuke - none given. The intense persecution of these Christians
in Smyrna was probably the contributing factor that produced their
purity. Because of the persecution, Christ had nothing about which to
rebuke them for.

4. The Exhortation - Do not fear but be faithful unto death.

» Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold the
devil is about to cast some of you into prison, so that
you will be tested, and you will have tribulation for ten
days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the
crown of life [Rev. 2:10)].

Do not fear is Present Imperative Middle. Present Tense could be
translated “stop being afraid”. Imperative Mood is the mood of
command. Fear is a feeling, but God can command us to change our
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feelings. Middle Voice expresses something that the subject does to
himself that benefits himself.

I say to you, My friends, do not be afraid of those who
can kill the body and after that have no more that they

can do. But I will warn you who to fear: fear the One
who, after He has killed, has authority to cast into hell;

yes, | tell you, fear Him! [Luke 12:4,5].

To suffer is “pascho”, which means to be affected by something
(whether good or bad), to suffer, to endure evil. “Pascho” is possibly
borrowed from the Hebrew “pesach”, which referred to the Passover.
This word carries the idea of suffering (in sacrifice). The sacrificial
lamb of the Passover can be called the “Paschal Lamb”. In an absolute
sense without case or adjunct it refers to death, used at least 13 times
this way in reference to the death of Christ. Hence, here it probably
carries the idea of ensuing death. Devil is “diabolos”, which means an
accuser, or slanderer (Rev. 12:10).

...Now the salvation, and the power, and the kingdom
of our God and the authority of His Christ have come,
for the accuser of our brethren has been thrown down,

he who accuses them before our God day and night
[Rev. 12:10b].

Into prison in the ancient world was where a person was kept when
accused of a crime until his trial.

[Flor which I am an ambassador in chains; that in
proclaiming it I might speak boldly, as I ought to speak
[Eph. 6:20].

Tested is “pierazo”, the same as in Rev. 2:2, which can mean to test so
as to approve. This testing, trial, or tribulation, is to provide an
opportunity to glorify God.

Be faithful until death probably comes at the end of the literal zen
days. I will give you shows the power and authority of Jesus Christ.
Crown is “stephanos”, which was an earned crown, and is never used
in the New Testament for salvation, but only for rewards to believers.
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The crown of life will be awarded by Christ to those who have endured
suffering, ®

Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once
he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life

which the Lord has promised to those who love Him
[James 1:12].

5. The Promise - to protect overcomers from the Second Death.

» He who has an ear let him hear what the Spirit says

to the churches. He who overcomes will not be hurt by
the second death [Rev. 2:11].

For Hear, the Spirit, churches, and overcomes see page 30.

The second death is eternal separation from the presence of God and
being under the wrath of God in the Lake of Fire forever.

Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first
resurrection; over these the second death has no power,
but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will
reign with Him for a thousand years....Then Death and
Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the
second death, the lake of fire [Rev. 20:6, 14].

But for the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable
and murderers and immoral persons and sorcerers and
idolaters and all liars, their part will be in the lake that
burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second
death [Rev. 21:8].

8 Why Christians suffer:

1. Because of corrective Divine discipline, see Heb. 12:1-11.

2. Because of preventive Divine discipline, see 2 Cor. 12:7.

3. Because Christians need to grow spiritually, see James 1:1-12.

4. Because the suffering of Christians sometimes glorifies God, see 1 Pet. 4:7-19.
5. Because Christians are caught in The Angelic Conflict, see Job chapters 1-42.
6. Because the suffering of Christians spreads the gospel, see Phil. 1:12-30

7.  Because Christians learn how to comfort suffering people, see 2 Cor. 1:1-11.
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Then He will also say to those on His left, “Depart
from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has
been prepared for the devil and his angels....These will

go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into
eternal life [Matt. 25:41, 46].

C. The letter to Pergamum — Theme of the letter: keep your doctrine
pure, Rev. 2:12-17.

1. The Destination - the church in Pergamum.
» And to the angel at Pergamum write [Rev. 2:12a].
For angel and write, see pages 25 and 26.

Pergamum was a very significant city 65 miles north along the fertile
valley of the Caicus River. It was prosperous, with a large library of
200,000 volumes, second only to the library at Alexandria in North
Africa. It had a famous hospital dedicated to Asclepius, the savior god
of healing, represented by the serpent. On the crest of the hill was a
great altar to Soter Zeus (or “savior Zeus”, the chief god of the Greeks),
which Christians referred to as the Throne of Satan. The city had
temples to Dionysus, Athena, Asclepius, and Demeter, and three
temples to the emperor cult, making it a very dangerous place to live as
a Christian, especially when persecution came down from the emperor
himself.

2. The Commendation - for their faithfulness to Christ.

» The One who has the sharp two-edged sword says
this [Rev. 2:12b].

The One is Jesus Christ who is described in detail in chapter one. The
sharp two-edged sword, cf. Rev. 1:16, was the “romphaia”, a long,
two-handed, double-edged sword designed to yield fatal blows with
one swing. The sword represents the Word of God and its power (Rev.
19:15, 21), and its two edges represent its power to either cut the chains
of sin that bind a repentant sinner or pronounce judgment upon a
unrepentant sinner. ..
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Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and
believes on Him that sent me, has eternal life, and does

not come into judgment, but has passed out of death
into life [John 5:24].

...or to judge a Christ-rejecting sinner.

From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it
He may strike down the nations, and He will rule them
with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the
fierce wrath of God, the Almighty....And the rest were
killed with the sword which came from the mouth of
Him who sat on the horse, and all the birds were filled
with their flesh [Rev. 19:15, 21].

» [ know where you dwell, where Satan’s throne is;
and you hold fast My name, and did not deny My faith
even in the days of Antipas, My witness, My faithful
one, who was killed among you, where Satan dwells
[Rev. 2:13].

For I know, see page 26. Satan’s throne was the great altar to Soter
Zeus, the chief god and savior of the Greeks. Some of the believers in
the church at Pergamum did two things well: they held fast His name,
and they did not deny His faith. My refers to Jesus Christ. Name refers
to a whole person, who he is, what he stands for, his character, integrity
and reputation.

Faith is a body of doctrine “which was once for all handed down to the
saints.”

Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you
about our common salvation, I felt the necessity to
write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for
the faith which was once for all handed down to the
saints [Jude 3].

Antipas, the bishop of Pergamum, was martyred under the persecution
of Domitian, the same emperor who banished John to Patmos.
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Tradition says the priests of Asclepius put Antipas in a brazen bull and
roasted him alive.

Christ calls Antipas My witness (Greek “martureo”, English “martyr”),
and My faithful one, which John used to describe Jesus in Rev. 1:5.

3. The Rebuke - You have not held on to pure doctrine.

» But I have a few things against you, because you
have there some who hold the teaching of Balaam, who
kept teaching Balak to put a stumbling block before the
sons of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols and to
commit acts of immorality [Rev. 2:14].

But is “alla”, a very strong conjunction of contrast. You have there
some shows that the believers in the church at Pergamum were now
allowing false teachers to remain in the church and practice and teach
their false doctrine. The teaching of Balaam is explained partially in
the rest of the verse, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to commit
acts of immorality. These two things usually went together in the
ancient world. Chapters 22-25 of the book of Numbers and Num.
31:15-16 describe how Satan used Balaam to seduce God’s people into
unlawful, mixed marriages which led them into idolatry and sexual
immorality. The Christians in Pergamum were falling into the same
trap. Historically, there is a recurring cycle in the Church; first, there is
a softening of Biblical doctrine, then there is a merging of Biblical
doctrine and pagan philosophy, and finally there is moral corruption of
the people themselves.

» So you also have some who in the same way hold the
teaching of the Nicolaitans [Rev. 2:15].

Some...hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans, which Jesus said in Rev.
2:6 that He hated. It was basically a doctrine of license, a misuse and

abuse of God’s grace.

What then? Shall we sin because we are not under the
law but under grace? May it never be! [Rom. 6:15].
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Interestingly, the Hebrew word balaam and the Greek word nicolas
both mean the same thing; “to conquer the people”. Satan’s plan has
always been to use evil men to conquer God’s people, either Israel or
the Church.

4. The Exhortation - To repent and purge the church of false teachers.

» Therefore repent, or else I am coming to you quickly,

and I will make war against them with the sword of My
mouth [Rev. 2:16].

Repent is “metanoeo” which means to change the mind (which will
result in a change of behavior). Context must determine if “repent”
applies to believers or unbelievers. See also page 28.

Therefore introduces the result of the rebuke from verses 14-15. I am
coming to you quickly would probably be in the form of Apostles
coming with authoritative doctrine and extreme church discipline.

If your brother sins, go and show him his fault in
private; if he listens to you, you have won your
brother. But if he does not listen to you, take one or
two more with you, so that by the mouth of two or
three witnesses every fact may be confirmed. If he
refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he
refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as
a Gentile and a tax collector [Matt. 18:15-17].

...those who cause dissensions...turn away from them
[Rom. 16:17].

I wrote you in my letter not to associate with immoral
people [1 Cor. 5:9].

But actually, I wrote to you not to associate with any
so-called brother if he is an immoral person...[1 Cor.
5:11a].

...Remove the wicked man from among yourselves [1
Cor. 5:13].
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Now we command you brethren, in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep away from every
brother who leads an unruly life and not according to
the tradition which you received from us [2 Thess.
3:6].

And if anyone does not obey our instruction in this
letter...do not associate with him, so that he may be

put to shame. Yet do not regard him as an enemy, but
admonish him as a brother [2 Thess. 3:14,15].

Reject a factious man after a first and second warning,
knowing that such a man is perverted and is sinning,
being self-condemned [Titus 3:10,11].

Them refers to the Balaamites and Nicolaitans of verses 14 and 15. The
sword of My mouth is the Word of God.

5. The Promise - Christ will eternally provide for all overcomers.

» He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says
to the churches. To him who overcomes, to him I will
give some of the hidden manna, and I will give him a
white stone, and a new name written on the stone
which no one knows but he who receives it [Rev. 2:17].

For hear, Spirit, churches, and overcomes, see page 30. The hidden
manna was “hidden” in the Ark of the Covenant, representing Jesus
Christ as the Bread of Life.

Jesus said to them, I am the bread of life, he who
comes to Me will not hunger, and he who believes in

Me will never thirst [John 6:35].

This manna, which was God’s miraculous provision for His people in
the wilderness is also “hidden” from the world of unbelievers.

But a natural man does not accept the things of the
Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he
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cannot understand them, because they are spiritually
appraised [1 Cor. 2:14].

But He answered and said, “For it is written, man shall
not live by bread alone, but on every word that
proceeds out of the mouth of God” [Matt. 4:4].

A white stone was sometimes used as an invitation to a banquet; but it
was also used in legal matters, given to an acquitted person to be worn
as an amulet around the neck to publicly show the person is innocent of
all charges. Probably both images are in view here; it is Christ’s
personal invitation to every believer to the Marriage Supper of the
Lamb, and it is an amulet to be worn in heaven by forgiven sinners.

A new name will either be the name of Christ Himself (Rev. 19:12), or
a brand new name for each glorified believer. In Eternity, God can give
every redeemed sinner a separate name. While the courts of this earth

may condemn us and put us to physical death, God invites us to live
with Him in heaven forever!

D. The letter to Thyatira — Theme of the letter: serve Christ without
compromising, Rev. 2:18-29.

1. The Destination - The church at Thyatira.
» And to the angel at Thyatira write...[Rev. 2:18a].
For angel and write, see pages 25 and 26.

Thyatira was a small, but prosperous town located about 40 miles
southeast of Pergamum. It was an older city, having been established
by Alexander the Great as a Macedonian colony. Being located in a
rich agricultural area, Thyatira was famous for its manufacture of
purple dye, wool, linen, apparel, leatherwork, tanning, and excellent
bronze work. Secular writings refer several times to the trade guilds
and network of unions of this city. The worship of Apollo, the sun god,
and Artemis (or Diana, the goddess of fertility), was prominent. Each
trade guild had its own patron deity, feasts, and seasonal festivities that
included sexual immorality. Acts 16:14 mentions Lydia, a seller of

41



Revelation...Forever!

purple fabrics, as being from Thyatira. Acts 19:10 suggests that the
church was founded here while Paul was in Ephesus.

2. The Commendation - for their sincere, increasing service to the
Lord.

» The Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire,
and His feet are like burnished bronze, says this [Rev.
2:18b].

The Son of God title for Christ is found only here in The Book of The
Revelation. While Son of Man (Rev. 1:13), stresses His humanity, Son
of God stresses His Deity. The eyes depict the righteous discernment of
Christ since the flame of fire tests metal to show its quality. Feet is
used in Scripture to represent judgment,

[A]nd they will fall by the edge of the sword, and will
be led captive into all the nations; and Jerusalem will

be trampled under foot by the Gentiles until the times
of the Gentiles are fulfilled [Luke 21:24.].

Burnished bronze translates “chalkolibano”, only here and Rev. 1:15
in the New Testament. It was a factitious or man-made alloy of brass
rich in zinc, which would astonish the bronzeworkers of Thyatira.

1 know your deeds, and your love and faith and service
and perseverance, and that your deeds of late are
greater than at first [Rev. 2:19].

For I know see page 26. Christ “knows” and commends them for five
things of which their “deeds” have increased. For deeds see page 26.
Love is “agape”, the love of choice, which the Ephesians were lacking.
So, these Christians of Thyatira were sincere.

Faith is “pistis”, which has God as its object in the New Testament.
Service is “diakonia” from which we derive “deacon”, a servant in the

church. For perseverance see page 19.

3. The Rebuke - for compromising their Christian principles.
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» But I have this against you, that you tolerate the
woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, and
she teaches and leads My bond-servants astray so that

they commit acts of immorality and eat things
sacrificed to idols [Rev. 2:20)].

But, see page 28. This is in italics in the NASV. The KJV reads, “a few
things” (plural). The elipsis probably denotes a singular thing Christ
has against them, namely, their compromise to the teachings of Jezebel.
Tolerate is “aphiami”, an Aorist Participle attending “have against”.
Aphiami is “apo” meaning apart, apart from, against, plus “histami”,
which means to stand; hence, to stand apart or send away or send forth.
It came to mean to allow to stand apart, to let alone, to relax, to pardon,
to be less intense. Usually, it is translated “forgive”.

Jezebel is probably a title after 1 Kings 21:1-23, and not the actual
name of the woman. (Notice that no one has named a daughter Jezebel
since 1 Kings 21.) Calls herself shows her arrogance even though a
“prophetess” (Greek, prophetis) was a valid New Testament spiritual
gift.

Now this man had four virgin daughters who were
prophetesses [Acts 21:9].

Teaches (“didasko”) and leads astray (“plano”) are both Present
Indicative verbs. Plano means to deceive (Rev. 20:10); it is what the
devil does.

Bond-servants is “doulos”, which is a willing slave. Commit acts of
immorality is from “porneia” from which we derive “pornography”.
Things sacrificed to idols is “eidolothuta”. Both these acts were part of
the regular pagan festivities. Jezebel was teaching a brand of
licentiousness similar to that practiced by the Nicolaitans.

» [ gave her time to repent, and she does not want to
repent of her immorality [Rev. 2:21].

1 gave her time to repent is pure grace on God’s part.
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The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count
slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for
any to perish but for all to come to repentance [2 Pet.
3:9].

For Repent, see page 28. She does not want shows the function of the
human will.

» Behold, I will throw her on a bed of sickness, and
those who commit adultery with her into great
tribulation, unless they repent of her deeds [Rev. 2:22].

I will throw is a Present Tense translated by what we call a Futuristic
Present. It translates as future, but has the impact of the immediate
present, “I cast”, as if it is imminent. 4 bed is where she committed
immorality, so Christ will throw her upon a bed of sickness. Adultery
is used only here in the seven letters, indicating a worse situation at
Thyatira than in the other churches. Notice that Christ had not become
angry at their sin, but at their refusal to repent.

» And I will kill her children with pestilence, and all
the churches will know that I am He who searches the

minds and hearts; and I will give to each one of you
according to your deeds [Rev. 2:23].

Her children probably refers to her followers; see those who commit
adultery with her, verse 22. Will know is “ginosko” which means to
know by experience, to know first hand; it is the same in verse 24.

All the churches will know is part of the reason for Divine discipline
and Christ’s warning.

Minds is “nephros”, the Greek word for kidneys, which gave that deep,
physical feeling from man’s soul, or conscience. I will give to each one
of you according to your deeds shows that Christ knows the deeds of
each individual in each church.

4. The Exhortation - to hold fast to an uncompromising position.
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» But I say to you, the rest who are in Thyatira, who
do not hold this teaching, who have not known the deep
things of Satan, as they call them — I place no other
burden on you [Rev. 2:24].

The rest is the remnant within the remnant; the small group of
Christians who refused to follow Jezebel. The deep things of Satan are
in contrast to “the deep things of God”.

For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the
Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God [1
Cor. 2:10].

» Nevertheless what you have, hold fast until 1 come
[Rev. 2:25].

Hold fast was an unswerving refusal to compromise. Until I come is
the first reference in the seven letters to the Rapture of the Church.

5. The Promise - to rule with Christ when He returns.

» He who overcomes, and he who keeps My deeds until

the end, to him I will give authority over the nations
[Rev. 2:26].

For overcomes, see page 30. And he who keeps My deeds is in contrast
to “her deed”, the deeds of Jezebel in verse 22.

» And he shall rule them with a rod of iron. As the
vessels of the potter are broken to pieces, as I also
have received authority from My Father [Rev. 2:27].

Verses 26 and 27 are a quote from various Old Testament passages that
predict the triumph of Christ over all the nations of the world.

Ask of Me, and I will surely give the nations as Your
inheritance, and the very ends of the earth as Your
possession. You shall break them with a rod of iron,
You shall shatter them like earthenware [Psa. 2:8, 9].
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Rule is “poimaneo”, which means “to shepherd”. As I also shows that
Christ will share His authority with all true believers, as He did with
His apostles.

Jesus summoned His twelve disciples and gave them
authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to
heal every kind of disease and every kind of sickness
[Matt. 10:1].

» [A]nd I will give him the morning star. He who has
an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the
churches [Rev. 2:28, 29].

The morning star is Christ Himself (See Rev. 22:16). For hear, the
Spirit, and churches see page 30.

E. The letter to Sardis — Theme of the letter: wake up and finish the
work of Christ, Rev. 3:1-6.

1. The Destination - The church at Sardis.
» To the angel in Sardis write [Rev. 3:1a].

Sardis was an important and wealthy city located about 30 miles
Southeast of Thyatira on the commercial and military trade route
running east and west through the sub-province of Lydia. At one time
Sardis had been the capital city of the Kingdom of Lydia. It was well
past its power and influence, but was still wealthy from the wool
industry, the dye industry, and jewelry trade. The city was noted for
pagan worship with the magnificent Temple of Artemis and many
mystery cults also known as secret religious societies. Artemis (or
Diana or Cybele), was the Greek goddess of fertility that some believed
could restore the dead to life.

The remains of a Christian church building have been discovered
immediately adjacent to the Artemis Temple, evidently a witness to this
wicked and pagan city noted for its loose living. However, the
Sardisians were trying to live in the present from past splendor, which
led them into moral decay. The church in Sardis continued its existence
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until the fourteenth century but was never considered a prominent,
influential church.

2. The Commendation - none given.
3. The Rebuke - for being a spiritually dead church.

» He who has the seven Spirits of God and the seven
stars, says this, “I know your deeds, that you have a
name that you are alive, but you are dead” [Rev.
3:1b].

He who has denotes possession, ownership and authority.

The seven Spirits of God are described in Isa. 11:2-5 as (1) the Lord,
(2) wisdom, (3) understanding, (4) counsel, (5) might, (6) knowledge,
and (7) the fear of the Lord. Collectively these attributes can be
understood to be the Holy Spirit. The seven stars according to Rev.
1:20 are the seven angels or messengers of the seven churches. This is
probably a reference to their special human messengers or pastors.

I know is “oida”, which means to know by seeing, observing. Your
deeds are the works that a church is performing. Christ had commended
the other churches for their works of love, faithfulness, perseverance,
uncompromising position and refusal to deny Him. Here, Christ has no
commendation, only the rebuke: you have a name that you are alive,
but you are dead.

Name is “onoma”, which includes character and reputation. Name is
what others thought, but what was important was what God thought, in
the sight of God (see Rev. 3:2).

Dead refers to spiritual deadness (see Eph. 2:1-10) Therefore, “alive”
and “dead”, which usually refer to physical characteristics, are here
used to describe spiritual characteristics. A church is either alive or
dead according to God’s perspective. We can compare the reputation
God requires of spiritual leaders in Paul’s letters to Timothy and Titus.

An overseer, then, must be above reproach, the
husband of one wife, temperate, prudent, respectable,
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hospitable, able to teach....and he must have a good
reputation with those outside the church, so that he
will not fall into reproach and the snare of the devil [1
Tim. 3:2,7].

Likewise urge the young men to be sensible; in all
things show yourself to be an example of good deeds,
with purity in doctrine, dignified [Titus 1:6, 7].

Christ looks at heart motives:

But I have this against you, that you have left your first
love....I know your deeds, and your love and faith and
service and perseverance, and that your deeds of late
are greater than at first [Rev. 2:4, 19].

As a whole, the church at Sardis was spiritually dead, indicating that
most of them were either unbelievers or believers who were out of
fellowship with God, which means they were living outside the power
of the indwelling Holy Spirit.

Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being
tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil,
and He Himself does not tempt anyone. But each one is
tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his
own lust. Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth

to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth
death [James 1:13-15].

4. The Exhortation - to wake up and finish the work of Christ.
» Wake up, and strengthen the things that remain,
which were about to die; for I have not found your
deeds completed in the sight of My God [Rev. 3:2].
Wake up is a Present Imperative. Present Tense is, “stay on the alert”.

Imperative Mood is a command. The verb is “gregoreo” from which
English derives the name “Gregory”, a person who is awake and alert.
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Historically, Sardis was a fortified city, protected on three sides by
steep cliffs. Because of the Sardisian overconfidence in their security
the city was conquered twice, first by Cyrus the Persian in 549 B.C.,,
and again by Antiochus the Greek in 214 B.C. On both occasions the
watchmen had gone to sleep at their posts.

Strengthen is also Present Imperative. About to die suggests that
without the strengthening, the things that remain (all that Christ wants
this Church to accomplish) will indeed die. Also, they can neither do
the work of God nor can they “strengthen” what remains if they are
themselves spiritually dead. The unbelievers in Sardis needed to trust in
Christ; the believers out of fellowship needed to confess their sins.

If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to

forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness [1 John 1:9].

» So remember what you have received and heard;
and keep it, and repent. Therefore if you do not wake
up, 1 will come like a thief, and you will not know at
what hour I will come to you [Rev. 3:3].

Remember, keep, and repent are all Imperative commands. What you
have received and heard has been the Gospel of Jesus Christ, which
the apostles spread all over Asia Minor.

Ifis a Class III Conditional Sentence; “maybe you will and maybe you
won’t”. The choice is up to them; no one can force someone else to
trust Christ as Savior. A thief comes suddenly, unexpectedly, and
irrevocably. A thief comes and takes something away. In this case
Christ will remove their lamp, their testimony, at least what is left of it
(see Rev. 2:5). Keep is “tareo”, which means to strictly follow. You is
singular, referring collectively to the entire Church. For repent, see
page 28.

5. The Promise - to fellowship with all believers and declare their name
in heaven someday.
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» But you have a few people in Sardis who have not
soiled their garments; and they will walk with Me in
white, for they are worthy [Rev. 3:4].

A few people are the believing remnant in the Church at Sardis. Soiled
their garments, then, is a reference to believers in the Church who had
gone the way of the world, were out of fellowship with the Lord, and
were unusable to Him. In Sardis was a social register, and anyone who
appeared in public with a soiled woolen garment was dropped from the
register. This analogy does not mean that Christians lose their
salvation, rather these were no longer available to be used of Christ to
finish His works in the Church (see footnote 9, page 51).

White garments in verses 4 and 5 is “leukois”. This is a different word
from the “white linen” in Rev. 19:8. Likewise the word garment in
Jude 23 is a different word, “chitona”. Verse 4, then, seems to refer to
the Christian’s walk or lifestyle (Greek, “peripateo”) in this life, and
they become worthy to finish their deeds for Christ.

» He who overcomes will thus be clothed with white

garments, and I will not erase his name from the book
of life, and I will confess his name before My Father

and before His angels [Rev. 3:5].

For overcomes, see page 30. Therefore, this verse looks further ahead
to the believer in heaven. I will not erase his name from the book of

life does not suggest that Christ ever does that. It is simply an
affirmative promise of Christ that He will not. Since an “overcomer” is

a believer...

For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and

this is the victory that has overcome the world — our
faith [1 John 5:4,5].

and a believer is secure in Christ. ..
And the testimony is this, that God gives us eternal
life, and this life is in His Son. He who has the Son has

life; he who does not have the Son of God does not
have the life. These things I have written to you who
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believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may
know that you have eternal life [1 John 5:11-13].

...we must not interpret this verse to suggest insecurity for the
believer.” Since life here refers to eternal life (see John 10:27-38), the

? The Bible teaches security of the believer. Many passages verify this fact.

My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow Me;
and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no
one will snatch them out of My hand. My Father, who has given
them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them
out of the Father’s hand. I and the Father are one [John 10:27-30].

For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers,
nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to
separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord
[Rom. 8:38, 39].

Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and anointed us is

God, who also sealed us and gave us the Spirit in our hearts as a
pledge [2 Cor. 1:21, 22].

In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel
of your salvation — having also believed, you were sealed in Him
with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is given as a pledge of our
inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God’s own
possession, to the praise of His glory [Eph. 1:13, 14].

Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for
the day of redemption [Eph. 4:30].

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,
to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and
will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, who are protected
by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be
revealed in the last time [1 Pet. 1:3-5].

Since the Bible teaches this assurance of salvation, the believer can feel and
know that they are saved and on their way to heaven. This assurance is a

ministry of the Holy Spirit through two basic ways:

(1) By taking God at His word.
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Truly, truly I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him
that sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but
has passed out of death into life [John 5:24].

(2) By examining the noticeable, scriptural, spiritual life of the believer.
Salvation — trusting in Jesus Christ as one’s personal Savior — always must
occur first. Then and only then is a person capable of producing works that
God would consider as “good”. The indwelling Holy Spirit assists the
believer in doing “good works”. This “fruit” is described in John’s first
epistle.

(a) Obedience to God’s commandments.

By this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His
commandments [1 John 2:3].

The one who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in
him. We know by this that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He
has given us [1 John 3:24].

For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments, and
His commandments are not burdensome [1 John 5:3].

(b) Practicing righteousness.

If you know that he is righteous, you know that everyone also who
practices righteousness is born of Him [1 John 2:29].

(c) Not practicing sinning.

No one who is born of God practices sin, because his seed abides
in him; and he cannot sin, because he is born of God [1 John 3:9].

We know that no one who is born of God sins; but He who was
born of God keeps him, and the evil one does not touch him [1 John
5:18].

(d) Love for other believers.

We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we
love the brethren. He who does not love abides in death [1 John
3:14].

This is His commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son
Jesus Christ, and love one another, just as He has commanded us [1
John 3:24].

continued. ..
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author does not agree with the interpretation that this book of life is all
those who are physically alive, that when a person lives their whole life
without accepting Christ, that when they physically die, Jesus erases
their name from the book of life. Someone who had trusted Christ has
eternal life and would never have their name erased (see also Rev.
20:11-15, especially verse 15).

And if anyone’s name was not found written in the

book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire [Rev.
20:15].

For confess his name before My Father,

Therefore everyone who confesses me before men, I
will also confess him before My Father who is in
heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, I will also
deny him before the Father who is in heaven [Matt.
10:32,33].

The Pharisees denied who Jesus is.

...from previous page:

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and
everyone who loves is born of God and knows God [1 John 4:7].

Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and
whoever loves the Father loves the child born of Him. By this we
know that we love the children of God, when we love God and
observe His commandments [1 John 5:1, 2].

The Bible teaches that the believer can operate from the old sin
nature that we call “carnality”. But this must never become a way
of life for the believer. In Scripture, carnal believers are always
chastised for being so, and exhorted to confess and forsake their sin
and to walk in fellowship with God. An Old Testament example of
this is found in the life of David in 2nd Samuel, chapters 11 and 12,
where King David lived a life of carnality for more than a year and

was severely chastised for it. David’s confession of sin and renewal
of his fellowship with God is found in Psalms 32, 38, and 51.
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But when the Pharisees heard this, they said, “this man
casts out demons only by Beelzebul the ruler of the
demons” [Matt. 12:24].

Peter confessed who Jesus is.

Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of
the living God” [Matt. 16:16].

Then, in Matt. 26:75, Peter simply denied that he knew Christ.
And Peter remembered the word which Jesus had said,
“before a rooster crows, you will deny Me three times.”

And he went out and wept bitterly [Matt. 26:75].

He was not denying who Christ was in the sense of Matt. 10:32-33, and
certainly did not “lose” his salvation.'

» He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says
to the churches [Rev. 3:6].

See pages 29 and 30.

F. The letter to Philadelphia — Theme of the letter: hold fast until Jesus
returns [Rev. 3:7-13].

1. The Destination - the church at Philadelphia.

» And to the angel in the church in Philadelphia write
[Rev. 3:74].

For angel and church and write see pages 25 and 26.

Philadelphia means “brotherly love”, and this was the city of brotherly
love. It was located some 28 miles south of Sardis in the sub-province
of Lydia. Philadelphia had a long history, but several times was almost

19 On security of the believer, see Steven Waterhouse, Blessed Assurance, A Defense of
the Doctrine of Eternal Security, (Amarillo TX: Westcliff Press, 2004).
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completely destroyed by earthquakes. The most recent rebuilding
before this letter had been A.D. 17.

The land around the city was rich in agriculture with grapes as one of
the principal crops. Dionysus, the god of wine, was therefore one of the
chief objects of pagan worship. While this letter was primarily one of
praise, history tells us their Christian testimony became nominal at
times, but did persevere until after World War 1.

2. The Commendation - for being faithful to Christ and to the Word of
God.

» ...He who is holy, who is true, who has the key of
David, who opens and no one will shut, and shuts and
no one opens, says this [Rev. 3:7b].

Holy is “hagios”, which means set apart, that which is separate from
common condition and use. Christ is “set apart” from His creation; He
is before it, above it, and separate from it, in purity and essence. God is
in His creation by His omnipresence, but He forever remains undefiled
by it.

True is ‘“‘alatheia”, which means worthy of credit, truth, sincerity,
veracity, and absolute truth. Christ is the source of truth and the every
essence of truth.

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the
life; no one comes to the Father but through Me” [John
14:6].

Notice the close ties between holiness and truth, between behavior and
character, between practice and essence, between life and doctrine.

A key symbolizes authority and access. In Rev. 1:18, Christ has the
“keys of hell and death”, but here, the key of David. This is probably a
reference to Isa. 22:22 where Eliakim, a type of Christ, had “the key of
the house of David”, which was not a reference to salvation but to
opportunity, service, and testimony. The heathen culture of
Philadelphia could not overrule the sovereignty of Christ in providing
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for these Christians an opportunity to witness for Him and to serve
Him.

» [ know your deeds. Behold, I have put before you an
open door which no one can shut, because you have a

little power, and have kept My word, and have not
denied My name [Rev. 3:8].

For I know your deeds sce page 26. In the light of verse 7b, I have put
before you probably refers to their opportunity, which Christ has made
available to them.

An open door may refer to the physical location of Philadelphia.
Smyrna was a seaport city on the west of Lydia. A long valley stretched
eastward, rising to Philadelphia. The road through the valley and
through Philadelphia rose to the Great Central Plateau of Asia Minor,
making Philadelphia the keeper of the gateway to the plateau and to the
East. Christ calls this “an open door” without the definite article
because Ephesus also had an Asian trade route with the East. If certain
Christians do not take advantage of their opportunities, God will use
someone else.

You have a little power is not a rebuke because of the rest of this verse.
They have kept My word and have not denied My name in spite of
their “little power”, which is actually part of their commendation.

My word is the doctrine of the Apostles that had spread to the churches.
Many at Thyatira had compromised their doctrine, but none of the
believers at Philadelphia had compromised. Name is “onoma”, see
page 47. They had not denied Christ or anything He stands for.

Therefore everyone who confesses Me before men, 1
will also confess him before My Father who is in
heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, him I will

also deny him before My Father who is in heaven
[Matt. 10:32,33].

Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of
the living God” [Matt. 16:16].
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And Peter remembered the word which Jesus said,
“before a rooster crows, you will deny Me three
times.” And he went out and wept bitterly [Matt.
26:75].

Peter”had denied that he knew Christ, but he never denied who Jesus
was.

3. The Rebuke - none given.
4. The Exhortation - to hold fast until Jesus returns.

» Behold, I will cause those of the synagogue of Satan,
who say that they are Jews and are not, but lie — I will

make them come and bow down at your feet, and make
them know that I have loved you [Rev. 3:9].

I will cause puts the fulfillment of this verse at the Second Advent of
Christ when he sets up His millennial reign, giving His followers
“authority over the nations” (see Rev. 2:26), and will make them come
and bow down at your feet.

The synagogue of Satan (see also Rev. 2:9, page 33) was Christ’s
description of the Jews in Philadelphia who had rejected the Christian
witness and the Gospel of Christ. Jews in these letters, from God’s
perspective, then, are spiritually unfulfilled Jews who have not trusted
in Christ as their Savior. John’s gospel describes Jesus’ description of
the Christ-rejecting Jews as “of their father the devil”.

You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the
desires of your father. He was a murderer from the
beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there
is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks
from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of
lies [John 8:44].

"' For a clear interpretation of Rom. 10:9 and 10, specifically, “confess Jesus before
men to be saved”, and an exposition of Matt. 10:32, 33 and Luke 12:8 on “denial before
men”, see Steven Waterhouse, Not By Bread Alone, 2" Ed., (Amarillo TX: Westcliff
Press, 2003) p. 151ff.
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I have loved you is from ‘“agapao”, which means to Ilove
unconditionally, to love by choice. It is Aorist Tense that denotes
completed action.

But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that

while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us [Rom.
5:8].

» Because you have kept the word of My perseverance,
I also will keep you from the hour of testing, that hour
which is about to come upon the whole world, to test
those who dwell on the earth [Rev. 3:10].

My perseverance probably refers to Christ’s own endurance against
sinners.

For consider Him who has endured such hostility by
sinners against Himself, so that you will not grow
weary and lose heart [Heb. 12:3].

Thus Christ becomes the standard of our endurance.

The rest of this verse has been controversial for many scholars. It is
vague enough to be difficult to identify from the hour of testing and
those who dwell on the earth. The author believes that this verse of
prophecy, like so many other such verses, has a dual fulfillment:

From is the Greek particle “ek” meaning out of but can be translated
from. In John 17:15 and James 1:27 it is used with this same verb keep
and means (1) through.

I do not ask You to take them out of the world, but to
keep them from the evil one [John 17:15].

Pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and
Father is this; to visit orphans and widows in their
distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world
[James 1:27].
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However, in Acts 7:10 “from” is used in an absolute sense showing that
Joseph was (2) taken away from, out of, all his trials in prison and was
never to return to them.

[AInd rescued him from all his afflictions, and granted
him favor and wisdom in the sight of Pharaoh, King of
Egypt, and he made him governor over Egypt and all
his household [Acts 7:10].

Therefore, a long-range prophecy could make this verse refer to the
tribulation period described in Revelation chapters 6-18, and this verse
is a promise to the church that He will rapture them out of the world
before that Tribulation begins. Some take this simply as a promise to be
with us through the trials, but that interpretation is problematic because
chapter six describes the death of many believers during the Tribula-
tion. As a short-range prophecy, the hour of testing could refer to the
next Roman Empire-wide persecution of Christians that came in A.D.
98 under Emperor Trajan.

The whole world, then, refers in this sense to the whole known world at
that time which was the Roman Empire. Those in a short-term sense
would refer to believers, and those in a long-range sense would refer to

unbelievers.

» [ am coming quickly; hold fast what you have, so
that no one will take your crown [Rev. 3:11].

Quickly can have the sense of “soon”, denoting a personal visit from
Christ as in Rev. 2:5, 2:16, and 3:3; or it can have the sense of when

Christ does come at the Rapture, it will be sudden.

Hold fast, or “keep holding fast”, is done by faith. Christ does not
expect us to hold fast in our own strength.

[Flor we walk by faith, not by sight [2 Cor. 5:7].

Crown 1is “stephanos” which was an earned crown; see pages 34 and
35.

5. The Promise - to honor every believer in the New Jerusalem.
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» He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the
temple of My God, and he will not go out from it
anymore, and I will write on him the name of My God,
and the name of the city of My God, the new
Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My
God, and My new name [Rev. 3:12].

For overcomes see page 30. Whenever a new temple was built or added
onto in Philadelphia, special pillars were dedicated in honor of
magistrates or priests with their name engraved upon the pillar. Jesus
promises such pillars for His followers in the temple of My God. He
will not go out from it anymore describes eternal life in heaven. Three
names will be engraved on them (probably upon their “white
garments”, see Rev. 2:5): the name of God, of the New Jerusalem, and
the new name of Christ (see Rev. 19:12).

» He who has an ear let him hear what the Spirit says
to the churches [Rev. 3:13].

See pages 29-30.

G. The Letter to Laodicea — Theme of the letter: be zealous for Jesus
Christ, Rev. 3:14-22.

1. The Destination - the Church at Laodicea.

» To the angel of the church in Laodicea write... [Rev.
3:14aj.

For angel and church and write see pages 25 and 26.

Laodicea was located about 40 miles southeast of Philadelphia and
about 90 miles due east of Ephesus. The seven churches formed a
rough circle; starting with Ephesus, the letters went clockwise from the
southwest part of the circle. Under Roman rule Laodicea had become a
wealthy city, mostly from the production of wool cloth. The merchants
were famous for growing their own glossy black wool and making a
garment that became widely sold.
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The city was also famous for two kinds of medicine, namely, an
ointment for sore ears and an eye powder (called “phyregian powder”)
for sore eyes. Their medical school at the Temple of Asclepius, the god
of healing, was famous for the preparation and administration of this
ointment and powder. The city was so wealthy that after an earthquake
destroyed it in A.D. 60, the people refused help from Rome and rebuilt
the city by themselves. Their water supply came from hot springs
through a six-mile-long aqueduct from the south that cooled the water
to lukewarm by the time it reached Laodicea.

Paul’s references to the Laodicean church in Col. 4:4 and 4:15-17
indicate that the Church there had been well established by A.D. 61.
However, with their economic sufficiency, the Laodiceans had lulled
themselves to sleep spiritually. Evidently, they repented as a result of
this letter, because the church survived until the 14th century. The
populace also worshipped Zeus, the chief god of the Greeks.

2. The Commendation - none given.

3. The Rebuke - for being lukewarm.
» The Amen, the faithful and true Witness, the
beginning of the creation of God, says this [Rev.
3:14b].

Amen is the transliterated Greek word “amen” which means so be it, or
“that which is sure and valid” (see also pages 16 and 17).

For as many as are the promises of God, in Him they

are yes, therefore also through Him is our Amen to the

glory of God through us [2 Cor. 1:20].
For faithful witness see pages 13 and 14. For true see page 55.
Beginning is “archa”, which means source or origin (see Col. 1:15-18).
Rev. 3:14b in no way suggests Christ was created; it says that He is the

Creator.

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all
creation. For by Him all things were created, both in
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the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether
thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities — all
things have been created by Him. He is before all
things, and in Him all things hold together. He is also
the head of the body, the church; and He is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He
Himself will come to have first place in everything
[Col. 1:15-18].

See page 23 (Rev. 1:17) for “first and last”.

Note that the Sardis (Rev. 3:1), and Laodicean churches were not good
witnesses. The Philadelphian church was (Rev. 3:8).

» [ know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot;
I wish that you were cold or hot [Rev. 3:15].

For I know see page 26. The same word is found in verse 17; the
Laodiceans did not know their poor spiritual condition. You are neither
cold nor hot is perhaps also suggested in Col. 4:15-17. If water is either
“cold or hot” it can be refreshing, but these folk were like the
lukewarm water that arrived in Laodicea. Notice that it was their deeds
that were neither cold nor hot, and refers, therefore, to their lack of
usefulness to Christ. Cold, then, does not refer to their salvation,
because God wants all people to come to repentance.

The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count
slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for
any to perish but for all to come to repentance [2 Pet.
3:9].

» So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor
cold, I will spit you out of My mouth [Rev. 3:16].

Lukewarm is “chliaros” which means fepid. It seems to be a final state
of these Christians; they are neither on their way to cold nor hot, but are
stuck on lukewarm. This makes it impossible for humans to determine
from the deeds of a lukewarm person whether they are truly Christians
or not; such lukewarmness, then, is intolerable to Christ and He will
“spit them out of His mouth”.
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I will spit is actually “mello emesia” which is I am about to vomit.

» Because you say, “I am rich, and have become
wealthy, and have need of nothing,” and you do not
know that you are wretched and miserable and poor
and blind and naked [Rev. 3:17].

Because you say is at the heart of the problem. Their view, like the
Sardisians, (Rev. 3:1), was a very fleshly viewpoint. Their material
richness and wealth had blinded them to their spiritual poverty.

Rich is an adjective and have become wealthy is the verb, but both
words are from the same root. Have become wealthy is a Perfect Tense,
past action with present, ongoing results; they assumed they would
remain materially wealthy.

Wretched means to be plundered by war (they were spiritually
plundered by their own attitude toward material wealth). Miserable
means “pitiable”. Poor is the word for “begging poor”. Blind is a
Scriptural term for spiritual blindness.

And Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world,
so that those who do not see may see, and that those
who see may become blind.” Those of the Pharisees
who were with Him heard these things and said to him,
“We are not blind too, are we?” Jesus said to them, “If
you were blind, you would have no sin; but since you
say, ‘we see,” your sin remains” [John 9:39-41].

Naked is used in Scripture for sin.

Jerusalem sinned greatly, therefore she has become an
unclean thing. All who honor her despise her because
they have seen her nakedness; even she groans and
turns away. Her uncleanness was in her skirts; she did
not consider her future. Therefore she has fallen
astonishingly; she has no comforter...[Lam. 1:8,9].

Notice how the material wealth of Laodicea had crept into the Church.
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4. The Exhortation - Repent and be zealous for good works.

» [ advise you to buy from Me gold refined by fire so
that you may become rich, and white garments so that
you may clothe yourself, and that the shame of your
nakedness will not be revealed; and eye salve to anoint
your eyes so that you may see [Rev. 3:18].

Buy from Me gold probably refers to the fruit of the Holy Spirit...

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-
control, against such things there is no law [Gal.
5:22,23].

...which Paul describes as “gold, silver, and precious stones”.

Now if any man builds on the foundation with gold,
silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each man’s
work will become evident, for the day will show it
because it is to be revealed by fire, and the fire itself
will test the quality of each man’s work. If any man’s
work which he has built on it remains, he will receive a
reward. If any man’s work is burned up, he will suffer
loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through
fire [1 Cor. 3:12-15].

White garments is “himatia leuka”, which are those that are “not
soiled” as they were in Sardis (Rev. 3:4). Eye salve was a reference to
the eye salve that was manufactured in Laodicea.

» Those whom [ love, I reprove and discipline;
therefore be zealous and repent [Rev. 3:19].

I love is “phileo”, which means affectionate love, the love for a brother.
Reprove is “elegcho”, meaning to expose, convict, punish (usually
verbally, but not always). Discipline is “paideuo”, which means to
train, discipline, and educate a child. Christ would not “reprove or
discipline” an unbeliever, only a believer. Be zealous is “zaleuo”, to be
hot, to have strong affection toward.
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[In all things show yourself to be an example of good
deeds, with purity in doctrine, dignified....who gave
Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed,
and to purify for Himself a people for His own
possession, zealous for good deeds....remind them to
be subject to rulers , to authorities, to be obedient, to be
ready for every good deed....For we are His
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works,
which God prepared beforehand so that we should
walk in them [Titus 2:7, 14; 3:1; Eph. 2:10].

For Repent see page 28.

5. The Promise - of sweet fellowship now, and shared rule in, the
millennial reign of Christ.

» Behold I stand at the door and knock; if anyone

hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to
him and will dine with him, and he with Me [Rev.
3:20].

This verse has often been used in evangelism, but the context is dealing
with believers who are out of fellowship with Christ.

I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in
Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from
Me you can do nothing [John 15:5].

The door may refer to the door of the Church building, or perhaps the
door of a person’s heart, the verse just does not say. Anyone, him, and
he are all singular, which teaches two things: (1) that fellowship with
Christ is an individual thing between Christ and the person; the Church
as a whole assembly cannot give a person fellowship with Christ, and
(2) individuals can have fellowship with Christ even if most of the
Church is out of fellowship as at Sardis.

Come in to him, and will dine with him speaks of fellowship, not sal-

vation. Will dine is “deipneo”, which was the main meal of the day and
was the time for friends and honored guests.
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In to is “pros” which normally means foward or up to. The word “eis”,
which normally means info as coming into a person’s body, is used
eight times in the New Testament. All eight are found in the Gospel
accounts and all eight describe a demon coming into a person’s body
(with no personal relationship with that person).

» He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down
with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat
down with My Father on His throne [Rev. 3:21].

For overcomes see page 30.

Grant is from “didomi”, “to give freely” (see Eph. 2:8-9). Gift,
therefore, means that this right to rule with Christ is something granted,
not earned.

My throne is different from His throne, that is, the Father’s throne in
heaven. The throne of Christ is the earthly millennial throne of David.

But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all

the angels with Him, then He will sit on His glorious
throne [Matt. 25:31].

New Testament believers will also sit on thrones; the Scriptures
say:

Or do you not know that the saints will judge the
world? If the world is judged by you, are you not
competent to constitute the smallest law courts? Do
you not know that we will judge angels? How much
more matters in this life? [1 Cor. 6:2,3].

1 also overcame was by faith.
And He went a little beyond them, and fell on His face
and prayed saying, “My Father, if it is possible, let this
cup pass from Me; yet not as I will, but as You will”

[Matt. 26:39].

And that’s how we also overcome.
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III. FUTURE - “Write the things which shall take place”.
A. Heavenly preparation for the Great Tribulation, chapters 4 and 5.

In chapter 4, John moves to the third division of his inspired outline
recorded in Rev. 1:19.

1. God is recognized and worshipped in heaven, Rev. 4:1-11.

The things which shall take place (see Rev. 1:19). Chapters 4-22 are
all yet unfulfilled prophecy. In chapter 4, the scene moves from the
churches on earth to the throne room in the Third Heaven.

I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago —
whether in the body, I do not know, or out of the body
I do not know, God knows — such a man was caught up
to the third heaven [2 Cor. 12:2].

God is the focus of chapter 4 and He is being worshipped and served in
heaven. This chapter anticipates that what is commonplace in heaven
will someday be accomplished universally.

a. John sees God on His throne in heaven.

» After these things I looked, and behold, a door
standing open in heaven, and the first voice which [
had heard, like the sound of a trumpet speaking with
me, said, “Come up here, and I will show you what
must take place after these things” [Rev. 4:1].

After these things denotes a major chronological break between
chapter 3 and chapter 4.

I looked and behold is repeated several times in the book as John will
faithfully record what he saw. He did not always understand it, but

would always tell us what he saw.

A door standing open in heaven is accompanied with an invitation to
come up here. The first voice he heard was in Rev. 1:10, that of the
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resurrected, glorified Jesus Christ. Now Christ invites John up into the
Third Heaven where He is.

Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God,
believe also in Me. In My Father’s house are many
dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told
you; for I go to prepare a place for you. If I go and
prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive

you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also
[John 14:1-3].

Some take John to be a type of the Church when Jesus raptures it away
and takes it to heaven with Him (1 Thess. 4:13-18)." The invitation
includes the promise to show you what must take place after these
things. Chapters 6-18 of The Book of The Revelation are interpreted to
be a description of the Tribulation; Daniel’s 70th Week, Jacob’s Time of
Trouble. Therefore, all that Christ will tell John fits with the theme of
this chapter, that all of God’s plan is marching mankind and heaven
toward a universal worship and service to God. The Tribulation is
necessary punishment before man will bow the knee to God.

For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and
bestowed upon Him the name which is above every
name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow,
of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the
earth, and that every tongue will confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father [Phil.
2:9-11].

» Immediately I was in the Spirit; and behold, a throne
was standing in heaven, and One sitting on the throne
[Rev. 4:2].

In the Spirit (see Rev. 1:10, page 19), could mean that John was trans-
ported in his spirit to the Third Heaven; he did not necessarily have to
go there physically. Throne is “thronos” from the verb “thrao”, which
means fo sit (with power, authority, and dominion, see verse 11). See
also Isaiah chapters 6 and 14 and Ezekiel chapter 1.

12 See illustration four for the sequence of God’s prophetic calendar.
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Standing in heaven means that it was hovering there without any
visible means of support, because God’s throne is not dependent upon
any other source of power except Himself. One sitting on the throne is
probably God the Father; this is supported by Rev. 5:5-7.

» And He who was sitting was like a jasper stone and
a sardius in appearance; and there was a rainbow
around the throne, like an emerald in appearance
[Rev. 4:3].

Jasper stone is clear like a diamond and represents purity. The sardius
is blood red and represents the redemptive blood of Jesus Christ. The
rainbow symbolizes the mercy and grace of God (See Gen. 9:13-17),
and God’s promise of safety and salvation to all who trust in Him. This
rainbow, however, was emerald, a light green in color, instead of the
normal multiplicity of colors.

b. John sees the elders and living creatures.

» Around the throne were twenty-four thrones; and
upon the thrones I saw twenty-four elders sitting,
clothed in white garments, and golden crowns on their

heads [Rev. 4:4].

The throne has the definite article; the throne of God is always the
center of attention in heaven. The twenty-four thrones were around the
throne. The twenty-four elders are difficult to identify. As twelve is the
number of divine government in Scripture (12 tribes, 12 apostles, 12
gates in the New Jerusalem, 12 angels at each gate, 12 lunar months),
the number 24 is a number of divine spiritual government. It was the
number of the orders of priests in the days of David and Solomon. Here
they are probably the believer priests of the Church (see Rev. 1:6), now
raptured into the Third Heaven.

[Alnd He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His

God and Father — to Him be the glory and the
dominion forever and ever [Rev. 1:6].
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Since scholars offer 13 different explanations of whom these elders are,
it is not wise to be dogmatic. Elders is “presbuteros”, used of the
Church leaders.

For this reason I left you in Crete, that you would set in
order what remains and appoint elders in every city as
I directed you [Titus 1:5].

Therefore I exhort the elders among you, as your
fellow elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ,
and a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed
[1 Pet. 5:1].

It is also used of the Jewish elders in the Gospels.

From that time Jesus began to show His disciples that
He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from

the elders and chief priests and scribes...[Matt.
16:21a].

When they had been released, they went to their own
companions and reported all that the chief priests and
elders had said to them [Acts 4:23].

White garments is “himatiois” and “leukios”, which evidently refer to
deeds of members of the churches on earth (See also Rev. 3:4, 18). The
crowns also are earned; “stephanos” means an earned crown that the
church members would receive as rewards (cf. Rev. 2:10, 3:11. 3:18).
Rewards come at the Bema Seat, one of ten judgments in Holy
Scripture. "

What John was seeing then, was probably the raptured, rewarded,
Church, serving God in Heaven before the record of the Tribulation
begins in chapter 6.

» Out from the throne come flashes of lightning and
sounds and peals of thunder. And there were seven

13 See illustration five.
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lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the
seven Spirits of God [Rev. 4:5].

Lightning and sounds and peals of thunder often accompanied divine
proclamation.

So it came about on the third day, when it was
morning, that there were thunder and lightning flashes
and a thick cloud upon the mountain and a very loud
trumpet sound, so that all the people who were in the
camp trembled [Ex. 19:16].

Seven lamps of fire are like the “dove” of Matt. 3:16, and the “tongues
of fire” of Acts 2:1-4 that enabled the Holy Spirit to be seen.

After being baptized, Jesus came up immediately from
the water; and behold, the heavens were opened, and

He saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove and
lighting on Him [Matt. 3:16].

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all
together in one place. And suddenly there came from
heaven a noise like a violent rushing wind, and it filled
the whole house where they were sitting. And there
appeared to them ftongues as of fire distributing
themselves, and they rested on each one of them. And
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to
speak with other tongues, as the Spirit was giving them
utterance [Acts 2:1-4].

The seven Spirits of God is the Holy Spirit (see also Rev. 1:4, 3:1, and
4:5).

» [A]nd before the throne there was something like a
sea of glass, like crystal; and in the center and around
the throne, four living creatures full of eyes in front
and behind [Rev. 4:6].
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A sea of glass like crystal was probably the brazen laver before the
throne (See 1 Kings 7:23-26). Glass is reflective and was undisturbed,
because the “elders” had no need of washing before they served God.

And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all

things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with
whom we have to do [Heb. 4:13].

The four living creatures were in the center and around the throne so
God’s throne was the focus and probably surrounded by these
creatures. Full of eyes denotes the Omniscience of God, as these
creatures display His exceeding knowledge.

» The first creature was like a lion, and the second
creature like a calf, and the third creature had a face
like that of a man, and the fourth creature was like a

flying eagle [Rev. 4:7].

Lion represents kingly majesty, as Christ is portrayed in the Gospel of
Matthew, the King of the Jews. Calf is the suffering servant and perfect
sacrifice, Mark’s Gospel. Man, the Perfect Man as portrayed by Luke;
perfect intelligence and reason. Flying eagle is sovereignty and
supremacy coming from heaven; the Son of God as portrayed by John.

c. The living creatures are worshipping God.

» And the four living creatures, each one of them
having six wings, are full of eyes around and within;
and day and night they do not cease to say, “Holy,
holy, holy is the Lord God, the Almighty, who was and
is and is to come”[Rev. 4:8].

For six wings see Isa. 6:1-3, the Seraphim angels.

In the year of King Uzziah’s death I saw the Lord
sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted, with the train of
His robe filling the temple. Seraphim stood above Him,
each having six wings: with two he covered his face,
and with two he covered his feet, and with two he
flew. And one called out to another and said, “Holy,
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Holy, Holy, is the Lord of hosts, the whole earth is full
of His glory” [Isa. 6:1-3].

Holy, holy, holy is a superlative (“Holy and awesome is His name”,
Psa. 111:9c). “Hagios” (Greek) means separated one. Lord God
stresses Deity. The Almighty stresses Omnipotence. Who was and is
and is to come stresses eternality (see also verses 9 and 10).

» And when the living creatures give glory and honor
and thanks to Him who sits on the throne, to Him who
lives forever and ever [Rev. 4:9].

d. The elders are worshipping God.
The throne remains the center of attention.

» [T]he twenty four elders will fall down before Him
who sits on the throne, and will worship Him who lives
forever and ever, and will cast their crowns before the
throne saying [Rev. 4.:10].

Cast their crowns means they acknowledge that their rewards have
come from a gracious God. After their worship, their crowns are
retrieved, for they will reign with Christ for 1,000 years.

» Worthy are You, our Lord and our God, to receive
glory and honor and power; for You created all things,
and because of Your will they existed, and were
created [Rev. 4:11].

Created is an Aorist Tense, completed action, stressing the start of
existence. They existed is Imperfect Tense, continuous action in past
time, stressing the fact of existence. Were created is Aorist Passive,
completed action, stressing that God alone did the creating.

2. The Book of God’s Redemption is given to Jesus Christ, Rev. 5:1-14

All unbelievers and most Christians today are occupied with the
temporal things of this present world, things that can be seen and
touched and felt, things that are perishing. Too often our thoughts and
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speech and behavior in life have little or nothing to do with eternal
values. Chapter five shows the proper focus of Christian lives upon the
plans of God and eternal things. When God’s plans are in view, the
result is one of praise and worship of God while awaiting the
fulfillment of His prophetic Word.

In this second chapter of heavenly activity (chapter 4 was the first),
John sees God beginning to consummate His plans to redeem the earth.
Unfortunately, these plans must include a terrible judgment upon the
earth because man, at large, has rejected Jesus Christ.

The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count
slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for
any to perish but for all to come to repentance [2 Pet.
3:9].

When those in heaven and on earth witness the beginning of God’s
redemption, they immediately turn to praise and worship.

[L]ooking for and hastening the coming of the day of
God, because of which the heavens will be destroyed
by burning, and the elements will melt with intense
heat [2 Pet. 3:12.].

a. John saw the Book of God’s Redemption.

» [ saw in the right hand of Him that sat upon the
throne a book written inside and on the back, sealed up
with seven seals [Rev. 5:1].

Verse one connects this chapter with chapter 4; it is the same scene.
The right hand represents power and authority and sovereignty and
strength. Him is God the Father (see Rev. 4:2-3), the Ancient of Days.

I kept looking until thrones were set up, and the
Ancient of Days took His seat; His vesture was like
white snow and the hair of His head like pure wool.
His throne was ablaze with flames, its wheels were a
burning fire [Dan. 7:9].
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For the throne see page 68. Book is the Greek word biblion, which
gives us the word Bible. The book had writing on the back, which
contained qualifications of those to open the book; the one qualified
could break the seals and read on the inside. The inside writing
contained the instructions to redeem a parcel of land (see Jer. 32:6-15);
in this case, the land promised to Israel and perhaps all the earth (see
Psalm 2). A Roman will was sealed with seven seals.

» And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud
voice, “Who is worthy to open the book and to break
its seals?” [Rev. 5:2].

Strong is “churos”, which means powerful and mighty. This angel
might be Gabriel himself. Who is worthy denotes that the angel knows
the requirements written on the book. Worthy is the Greek word
“haksios” which means deserving, of equal value, comparable, equal in
rank to Him who sits on the throne, someone who is qualified as a
Redeemer. All of the seven seals had to be broken as the scroll or book
was unrolled.

» And no one in heaven or on the earth or under the
earth was able to open the book or look into it [Rev.
5:3].

Under the earth would include all those humans who had died and
were still in Sheol, waiting final judgment. Was able is another key
verb. It is “edunato”, which means to have power and authority.

And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “all
authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth”
[Matt. 28:18].

He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or
epochs which the Father has fixed by His own
authority” [Acts 1:7].

» Then I began to weep greatly because no one was

found worthy to open the book or to look into it [Rev.
5:4].
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Weep is “klao”, which means to weep openly, to visibly weep. John
began to weep because he did not know what was about to happen next.

» [A]nd one of the elders said to me, “Stop weeping;
behold, the Lion that is from the tribe of Judah, the

Root of David, has overcome so as to open the book
and its seven seals” [Rev. 5:5].

One of the elders said shows that if the elders represent the raptured
Church, that which the Apostle Paul predicted will come to pass.

For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face-to-
face, now I know in part, but then 7 will know fully just
as I also have been fully known [1 Cor. 13:12].

Stop weeping is Imperative Mood, a command. Lion was the symbol
for the tribe of Judah.

Judah is a lion’s whelp; from the prey, my son, you
have gone up. He crouches, he lies down as a lion, and
as a lion, who dares rouse him up? The scepter shall
not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from
between his feet, until Shiloh comes, and to him shall

be the obedience of the peoples [Gen: 49:9, 10].
The Root of David refers back to Isaiah.

Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, and a
branch from his roots will bear fruit [Isa. 11:1].

These titles speak of kingship, judgeship, and government.

Has overcome is “enikasen”, which means “has conquered” (see also
Rev. 3:21).

b. Jesus took the Book of God’s Redemption.
» And I saw between the throne (with the four living

creatures) and the elders a lamb standing, as if slain,
having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the
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seven Spirits of God, sent out into all the earth [Rev.
5:0].

Between can be translated “in the midst” or “in the center”. Lamb,
when it describes Jesus, stresses His saviorhood and the grace of God.

The next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said,
“behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of
the world!” [John 1:29].

As if slain probably means He was covered with blood, His own blood,
but He was alive, resurrected! Horns in Scripture denote strength, and
the prerogative of a king. The seven Spirits of God is the Holy Spirit
(see also page 71). Sent out was predicted in John’s gospel.

But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go
away, for if [ do not go away, the Helper will not come

to you; but if I go away, I will send Him to you [John
16:7].

» And He came and took the book out of the right hand
of Him that sat on the throne [Rev. 5:7].

He came and took the book (see also Rev. 6:1), shows the great power,
authority, and position of Jesus Christ.

I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, with the
clouds of heaven One like a Son of Man was coming,
and He came up to the Ancient of Days and was
presented before Him. And to Him was given
dominion, glory and a kingdom, that all the peoples,
nations, and men of every language might serve Him.
His dominion is an everlasting dominion which will
not pass away; and His kingdom is one which will not
be destroyed [Dan. 7:13-14].

¢. When Jesus took the Book, everyone began to praise and worship
God.

(1) The four living creatures and the twenty-four elders.
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» When He had taken the book, the four living
creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before
the Lamb, each one holding a harp and golden bowls

full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints
[Rev. 5:8].

A harp is an instrument of worship.

Sing unto the Lord with thanksgiving; sing praise upon
the harp unto our God [Psa. 147:7 (KJV)].

Bowils can be translated “saucers” that had handles on them. The saints
are “hagioi”, which means holy ones, set apart ones, sanctified ones,
and here probably refers to all true believers of every age that are now
in heaven. This includes the raptured Church.

(2) The saints.

» And they sang a new song saying, “Worthy are You
to take the book and break its seals; for You were
slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men
from every tribe and tongue and nation” [Rev. 5:9].

They is a personal pronoun that identifies with the nearest previous
noun, which is “saints” in verse 8. New is “kainos”, which means
freshness, and is not new in relation to time. This song is brand new,
never having been sung before; that is, because Jesus had never before
claimed the Book of Redemption from God the Father. Worthy is the
same word as in verse two. To explain why, for is “hoti”; because of
His shed blood, Jesus has gained this authority and status. Every tribe
refers to the Church, not Israel.

» You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to
our God, and they will reign upon the earth [Rev.
5:10].

They will reign upon the earth suggests the saints. The Church is now

in heaven and must return to the earth. For kingdom and priests see
pages 16-18; and Rev. 20:6, pages 191 and 192.
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(3) The holy angels.

» Then I looked, and I heard the voices of many angels
around the throne and the living creatures and the
elders; and the number of them was myriads of
myriads, and thousands of thousands [Rev. 5:11].

Many angels are the holy angels who live in heaven and constantly
serve God. Myriads of myriads, and thousands of thousands is
hyperbole for an innumerable host. Hyperbole is a figure of speech that
uses exaggeration for the sake of emphasis.

» [S]aying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the lamb that
was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and
might and honor and glory and blessing” [Rev. 5:12].

Saying is usually what angels do instead of “singing”. The only other
reference in Scripture for angels “singing” is Job 38:7.

When the morning stars sang together and all the sons
of God shouted for joy [Job 38:7].

Sons of God is an Old Testament phrase that sometimes refers to
angels.

(T)hat the sons of God saw that the daughters of men
were beautiful; and they took wives for themselves,
whomever they chose [Gen. 6:2].

Now there was a day when the sons of God came to
present themselves before the Lord...[Job 1:6a].

Slain keeps being mentioned to show that Jesus had to die for our sins
before God the Father exalted Him and gave Him a name above every
name.

Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled

Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death,
even death on a cross. For this reason also, God highly
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exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is
above every name [Phil. 2:8, 9].

Here John records their saying which includes seven attributes of God:
power, riches, wisdom, might, honor, glory, and blessing.

(4) Every created thing.

» And every created thing which is in heaven and on
the earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all
things in them, I heard saying, “To Him who sits on the
throne, and to the Lamb, be blessing and honor and
glory and dominion forever and ever” [Rev. 5:13].

To Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb shows that the Father
and the Son are equally worshiped because they are both Deity.

’

» And the four living creatures kept saying, “Amen.’
And the elders fell down and worshiped [Rev. 5:14].

Kept saying is probably a Constantive Aorist, which means every time
someone sang or said something, the four living creatures said Amen,
which is Greek amen, meaning, “so be it”. Amen was used to verify or
amplify what was said. Jesus said it many times in His teaching, but
would use it twice before His teaching. The King James Version
translates amen “verily, verily”; the New American Standard Version,
“truly, truly”.

In conclusion, when our attention is concentrated upon God and His
plans and purposes, then we will also praise and worship Him as those

portrayed in this chapter. We will then stop being preoccupied with the
temporal things of this world.

B. The Tribulation, chapters 6-18.

1. The first three and one-half years of the Tribulation, chapters 6 and
7.
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a. The 1%even Seal Judgments begin the redemption of the earth, Rev.
6:1-17.

(1) The first seal releases a world dictator.

» Then I saw when the Lamb broke one of seven seals,
and I heard one of the four living creatures saying as
with a voice of thunder, “Come” [Rev. 6:1].

Then connects this chapter with chapters 4 and 5, which described the
heavenly scene. The order is strictly chronological; therefore, the
Rapture of the Church has already occurred, beginning the Tribulation.
Now the opening of the seals will begin God’s judgments. Broke
denotes a point of no return. Once the first seal is broken, the demands
of the document must be carried out. In the ancient world the document
was a written scroll, rolled up, with wax sealing each part closed. Each
seal of wax had to be broken as the scroll was unrolled.

A voice of thunder probably applies to all four of the living creatures.
“Thunder” often accompanies the announcement or commencement of
God’s judgment. Come shows God’s sovereignty in holding back this
judgment until He pronounces it to begin.

» [ looked, and behold, a white horse, and he who sat
upon it had a bow, and a crown was given to him, and
he went out conquering and to conquer [Rev. 6:2].

A white horse is associated by some with the Lord Jesus Christ, but a
look at Rev. 19:11-13 gives a different description for Christ (see pages
180ff.). Furthermore, the subsequent events of the seals are war and
death, while the subsequent events of Christ are peace and judgments.
White describes the horse, not the rider, so it probably does not refer to
Christ or to righteousness, but a pseudo-Christ with a pseudo-
righteousness, the leader of a false religious system.

He, then, would refer to the antichrist, the beast of Rev. 13:1-10, which
fits the “conquering”, and the “prince who is to come”.

14 See illustration six for the sequence of God’s judgment in the Tribulation.
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Then after the sixty-two weeks the Messiah will be cut
off and have nothing, and the people of the prince who
is to come will destroy the city and the sanctuary. And
its end will come with a flood; even to the end there
will be war; desolations are determined. And he will
make a firm covenant with the many for one week, but
in the middle of the week he will put a stop to sacrifice
and grain offering; and on the wing of abominations
will come one who makes desolate, even until a
complete destruction, one that is decreed, is poured out
on the one who makes desolate [Dan. 9:26-27].

A bow was a common Asian symbol for war, and the crown is
stephanos, which was a victor’s crown, an earned crown, to be
distinguished from the diadama, or kingly crown of Rev. 19:12. The
Greek word “stephanos” gives the English proper names “Steven”
(Stephen) and “Stephanie”.

Congquering and to conquer denotes a prolonged military campaign.
(2) The second seal releases world war.

» When He broke the second seal, I heard the second
living creature saying, “Come” [Rev. 6:3].

The second living creature spoke in conjunction with the second seal.

» And another, a red horse, went out,; and to him who
sat on it, it was granted to take peace from the earth,
and that men would slay one another; and a great
sword was given to him [Rev. 6:4].

To take peace from the earth means removing peace from the whole
earth; a world-wide conflict involving every nation of the world. The
great sword is not identified specifically but probably refers to a great
ability to conquer. Some have identified this rider as the false prophet
of Rev. 13:16-18, because he possesses supernatural powers.

(3) The third seal releases world famine.
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» When He broke the third seal, I heard the third
living creature say, “Come.” I looked, and behold, a
black horse; and he who sat on it had a pair of scales
in his hand [Rev. 6:5].

Black in the Scriptures is the color for suffering.

Our skin was black like an oven because of the terrible
famine [Lam. 5:10 (KJV)].

A pair of scales was used to weigh out a purchase at the market place,
just as it is today. The purchase is described in the next verse.

» And I heard something like a voice in the center of
the four living creatures saying, “A quart of wheat for
a denarius, and three quarts of barley for a denarius,
and do not damage the oil and the wine” [Rev. 6:6].

A quart of wheat would grind down into enough flour to make one
small loaf of bread; in other words, enough for about one meal for one
person. A denarius was about a day’s wages, which in John’s day
would purchase about eight quarts of wheat. In other words, the famine
will become so great that a day’s wage will purchase only enough food
for one person per day with nothing left over for anything else.

Barley was normally food for animals and so three times more could be
purchased for the same amount of money. Do not damage seems to
limit the famine to early in the Tribulation, but things will grow much
worse. Oil and wine were other daily necessities.

(4) The fourth seal releases world disease.

» [ looked, and behold, an ashen horse; and he who
sat upon it had the name Death; and Hades was
following with him. Authority was given to them over a
fourth of the earth, to kill with sword and with famine
and with pestilence and by the wild beasts of the earth
[Rev. 6:8].
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Ashen was a yellowish-green, sickly color denoting pestilence and
disease. These diseases are fatal, because the rider’s name is Death. To
support this interpretation, Hades is the Greek word for the place of the
dead. So the people affected by the rider of the ashen horse are killed,
as the rest of the verse clearly says. Since the Rapture is pre-tribula-
tional, those who will die of this disease will be unbelievers; when
believers are martyred in the Tribulation, they will go to heaven,
according to verse 9.

This fourth horse and rider seem to combine all four horses into sword
and famine and pestilence and wild beasts to kill over a fourth of the
earth. Assuming the world’s population is over 6 billion, this will
result in the death of more than a billion people in only 3 and one-half
years!

(5) The fifth seal releases the prayers of the martyrs of the Tribulation.

» When the Lamb broke the fifth seal, I saw
underneath the altar the souls of those who had been
slain because of the word of God, and because of the
testimony which they had maintained [Rev. 6:9].

The altar was where the blood of Old Testament sacrifices was poured.
These souls or people evidently had blood spilt on the earth for the
cause of Christ (see Rev. 20:4), being beheaded by the antichrist.

Testimony is the Greek word “marturian” which gives our English
martyr, someone who holds their testimony even unto death.

» [A]nd they cried out with a loud voice, saying, “How
long, O Lord, holy and true, will You refrain from
Jjudging and avenging our blood on those who dwell on

the earth?” [Rev. 6:10].
Judging and avenging belongs to God...
Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room

for the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is
mine, [ will repay,” says the Lord [Rom. 12:19].
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...not to Christians (see Matt. 5:43-48).

» And there was given to each of them a white robe;
and they were told that they should rest for a little
while longer, until the number of their fellow servants

and their brethren who were to be killed even as they
had been, would be completed also [Rev. 6:11].

A white robe indicates that believers have some kind of body in heaven
while they await their resurrection body. Robe is “stola”, a different
word from “garments” in Rev. 3:18, which is himatia. A third related
term in The Book of The Revelation, bussinon, is found in Rev. 19:14,
which was fine linen, explained as “the righteous acts of the saints” in
Rev. 19:8. This “white robe”, then, is separate clothing just for
tribulational saints who are killed for their faith.

Brethren who were to be killed are examples of the permissive will of
God, but the word completed shows God’s sovereignty in placing
limits on everything that evil men do.

(6) The sixth seal releases supernatural disasters.
(a) The supernatural disasters hit.

» [ looked when He broke the sixth seal, and there was
a great earthquake;, and the sun became black as
sackcloth made of hair, and the whole moon became
like blood; and the stars of the sky fell to the earth, as
a fig tree casts its unripe figs when shaken by a great
wind [Rev. 6:12,13].

A great earthquake is not the great earthquake of Rev. 16:18-20. The
judgments upon the sun, moon and stars are all spoken of in Joel 2,
Matthew 24, and Acts 2. In God’s judgment, as He breaks this seal, He
can cause the stars to fall to the earth as easily as a strong wind knocks
fruit off a tree.

» The sky was split apart like a scroll when it is rolled
up, and every mountain and island were moved out of
their places [Rev. 6:14].
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The sky was split apart is predicted in Isaiah’s prophecy.

And all the host of heaven will wear away, and the sky
will be rolled up like a scroll; all their hosts will also
wither away as a leaf withers from the vine, or as one
withers from the fig tree [Isa. 34:4].

(b) The unbelievers react to God’s judgment.

» Then the kings of the earth and the great men and
the commanders and the rich and the strong and every
slave and free man hid themselves in the caves and
among the rocks of the mountains [Rev. 6:15].

This verse describes people at every social level; just as there are
unbelievers at every level, so there can be believers at every social
level.

» [A]nd they said to the mountains and to the rocks,
“Fall on us and hide us from the presence of Him who
sits on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb”
[Rev. 6:16].

Notice that men will talk to mountains and rocks, and that these men
know who is judging them!

Wrath is “orga”, which should be compared to 1 Thess. 1:10.
[And to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He
raised from the dead, that is Jesus, who rescues us from

the wrath to come [1 Thess. 1:10].

» [F]or the great day of their wrath has come, and
who is able to stand? [Rev. 6:17].

The great day is the Day of the Lord (see footnote 2, page 6).

For you yourselves know full well that the day of the
Lord will come just like a thief in the night [1 Thess.
5:2].
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Day is not a single 24-hour day, but a long period of time. Their, being
plural, shows that unbelievers will recognize the Deity of Jesus Christ,
but will not trust in Him for the forgiveness of their sins.

b. The first “flashback”; God seals His witnesses in the midst of
judgment, Rev. 7:1-17.

It is very important here to recognize that the chronological order of
The Book of The Revelation is rather precise. However, there are entire
chapters that are like “flashbacks” that fill in detail to the events that
are occurring in the chapters. Chapter 7 is the first of these flashbacks,
or parentheses. The other parentheses are chapters 10-14 and 17-18. It
is virtually impossible to fit these chapters into the sequence of events
until one realizes that they contain the detail of what has already been
introduced.

Chapter 7, then, shows the detail from the very beginning of the
Tribulation, that God in the midst of judgment has been providing a
witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. God has always provided a
witness to every generation. With the Church now raptured, He returns
the gospel to the Jews.

(1) God seals 144,000 Jews who fulfill the Great Commission.

» After this I saw four angels standing at the four
corners of the earth, holding back the four winds of the
earth, so that no wind would blow on the earth or on
the sea or on any tree [Rev. 7:1].

After this I saw does not give a strict sequence of events that follow the
events of chapter 6, but simply states that this is the next thing that
John saw. Angels is “angelos”, which means messenger, but sometimes
in Scripture, especially in The Book of The Revelation, angels are used
to deliver terrible judgments as described in chapter 6.

The four corners of the earth are the four points of the compass.
Holding back the four winds shows the tremendous power that God
gives to some of His angels. No wind would blow would result in the
cessation of weather patterns which would result in crop failure on a
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global scale. This probably fits, then, in the third Seal Judgment of Rev.
6:5-6.

» And I saw another angel ascending from the rising
of the sun, having the seal of the living God; and he
cried out with a loud voice to the four angels to whom
it was granted to harm the earth and the sea [Rev.
7:2].

From the rising of the sun is the Scriptural direction of God, which is
why the gate of the Tabernacle and later the Temple always faced east.

Now those who were to camp before the tabernacle
eastward, before the tent of meeting toward the
sunrise...[Num. 3:38a]."

Seal is the Greek word “sphragis”, which can be translated “seal” or
“signet ring”. Therefore, God has a seal or signet ring that He has
entrusted to this angel. To harm the earth and the sea proves that
holding back the four winds will hurt the earth and sea and is part of
God’s judgment.

» [S]aying, “Do not harm the earth or the sea or the
trees until we have sealed the bond-servants of our
God on their foreheads” [Rev. 7:3].

The judgment of Rev. 6:5-6 is thus delayed until this sealing task is
done, and the we indicates that all five angels work together in accom-
plishing this task.

Bond-servants is “doulos”, which in the New Testament was a willing
slave or servant; these are willing, Jewish believers as the following
verses will show.

On their foreheads is a very conspicuous place to put a seal. No one
will be able to mistake who these servants are. Notice from Rev. 13:16
that the false prophet (directed by Satan himself) can only counterfeit
what God has already done. Nothing is original with the Devil.

15 Today we bury bodies with the head in the West so when they sit up at the
resurrection they will be facing East.
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» And I heard the number of those who were sealed,
one hundred and forty-four thousand sealed from every
tribe of the sons of Israel [Rev. 7:4].

One hundred and forty-four thousand is a multiple of twelve; 12,000
from each of twelve tribes. Twelve is the Scriptural number for divine
government and usually applied to the nation Israel. These 144,000
should be taken quite literally, because they are God’s organized,
missionary agency to the entire world throughout the Tribulation. God
will continue to witness to the world as He judges it. From every tribe
means there are twelve tribes, but some changes have been made; the

tribe of Dan is missing, probably for the sin of idolatry (See also Judges
18).

The son of the Israelite woman blasphemed the Name
and cursed...(now his mother’s name was Shelomith,
the daughter of Dibri, of the tribe of Dan) [Lev. 24:11].

So the king consulted, and made two golden calves,
and he said to them, “It is too much for you to go up to

Jerusalem; behold your gods, O Israel, that brought
you up from the land of Egypt. He set one in Bethel,

and the other one ke put in Dan [1 Kings 12:28, 29].

The tribe of Ephraim is also missing, probably for the same reason.
These tribes have been replaced with the tribes of Levi and Joseph.
Levi belonged to the Lord and did not receive any land. Notice also that
Reuben, who was the first-born, has moved to second place and Judah
(the tribe of Christ) has moved to first.

Notice something very subtle about Revelation 7. Verses 1-8 talk of a
very special group of people, 144,000 Jews, 12,000 from each tribe.
Verses 9-17 speak of another very special group of people, people from
every nation and tribe from around the world. This second group is
obviously Gentiles who have been saved through the preaching of the
144,000 Jews; however, because they have not been sealed and
preserved, many of them are martyred for their faith.

(2) The Gentiles who are martyred in the Tribulation are serving God in
heaven.
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» After these things I looked, and behold, a great
multitude which no one could count, from every nation
and all tribes and people and tongues, standing before
the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes,
and palm branches were in their hands [Rev. 7:9].

After these things again simply describes what John was privileged to
see next in this great revelation. A great multitude is obviously people
from the earth as the verse describes. This group is in contrast with
those of Rev. 5:11, which were mostly holy angels.

Standing before the throne shows that they have moved, because we
said that the group in Rev. 6:9-11 were tribulational saints who were
killed for their testimony. In Rev. 6:11 they were given white robes; the
Greek is stola leuka. Then, in Rev. 7:9, the group John sees is clothed
in white robes, stola leuka, the exact same Greek phrase. This is not to
be confused with the white garment, the Aimatia of Rev. 3:18 and the
fine linen, the bussos of Rev. 19:8 and 14, which is the Bride of Christ,
19:7, the Church.

The “stola” was a long robe, usually worn by kings or priests or
someone with some kind of rank. It is the word in the Septuagint, the
Greek translation of the Old Testament, used to translate the “robe” of
the priests. This seems to be a special robe worn by a very special
group of people, the believers martyred in the Tribulation. Palm
branches are a sign of victory and triumph as described in Christ’s
Triumphal Entry.

Most of the crowd spread their coats in the road, and
others were cutting branches from the trees and
spreading them in the road [Matt. 21:8 (see also Lev.
23:40)].

» [A]nd they cry out with a loud voice, saying,
“Salvation to our God who sits on the throne, and to

the Lamb” [Rev. 7:10].

Salvation to our God is a poetical way of saying Salvation is attributed
to God.
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» And all the angels were standing around the throne
and around the elders and the four living creatures;
and they fell on their faces before the throne and
worshipped God [Rev. 7:11].

Now notice that in addition to the great multitude we have three other
groups around God’s throne, the angels, elders, living creatures.

» [S]aying, “Amen, blessing and glory and wisdom
and thanksgiving and honor and power and might, be
to our God forever and ever. Amen” [Rev. 7:12].

Notice there are seven things ascribed to God in this blessing from all
the groups. Seven is the number of perfection in the Bible (refer to

page 9).

» Then one of the elders answered, saying to me,
“These who are clothed in the white robes, who are
they, and where have they come from?” [Rev. 7:13].

This question is an oriental technique of teaching, anticipating that the
student will ask the teacher for the answer.

» [ said to him, “My lord, you know.” And he said to
me, “These are the ones who come out of the great
tribulation, and they have washed their robes and
made them white in the blood of the Lamb” [Rev.
7:14].

John’s response is a polite Oriental response to give the teacher a
chance to teach. Compare the great tribulation to that written in
Matthews’s gospel.

For then there will be a great tribulation, such as has
not occurred since the beginning of the world until

now, nor ever will [Matt. 24:21].

For the blood of the Lamb;
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For as for the life of all flesh, its blood is identified
with its life...[Lev. 17:14a].

...all things are cleansed with blood, and without
shedding of blood there is no forgiveness [Heb. 9:22b].

Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among
which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to
shepherd the church of God which He purchased with
His own blood [Acts 20:28].

[W]hom (Christ Jesus) God displayed publicly as a
propitiation in His blood through faith...[Rom. 3:25a].

Much more, then, having been justified by His blood,
we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him
[Rom. 5:9].

In Him we have redemption through His blood, the
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of
His grace [Eph. 1:7].

[Alnd through Him to reconcile all things to Himself,
having made peace through the blood...[Col. 1:20a].

[Knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable
things like silver and gold from your futile way of life
inherited from your forefathers, but with precious

blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the
blood of Christ [1 Pet. 1:18,19].

» For this reason, they are before the throne of God;
and they serve Him day and night in His temple; and
He who sits on the throne will spread His tabernacle
over them [Rev. 7:15].

Before the throne, serve Him day and night in His temple and spread

His tabernacle over them are all descriptions of special blessings and
position for these who give their lives for God.
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The King will answer and say to them, “Truly I say to
you, to the extent that you did it to one of these
brothers of mine, even the least of them, you did it to
Me”....Then He will answer them “Truly I say to you,
to the extent that you did not do it to one of the least of
these, you did not do it to Me” [Matt. 25:40,45].

“These my brothers” may be the group Jesus saved during the
Tribulation, or it may be the 144,000. Notice that behavior is what
reveals the spiritual condition of the sheep or the goats in Matthew’s
passage.

» They will hunger no longer, nor thirst anymore; nor
will the sun beat down on them; nor any heat [Rev.
7:16].

This verse describes what had happened to “these my brothers”, the
144,000, or the martyrs in the Tribulation.

» [F]or the Lamb in the center of the throne will be

their shepherd, and will guide them to springs of the

water of life; and God will wipe every tear from their

eyes [Rev. 7:17].
God will wipe away every tear. This implies that there were tears in the
prayers of Rev. 6:10, but God is going to wipe them away. This is one
of the verses that suggests there will be tears in heaven until all of
God’s judgments upon man are complete.
2. The last three and one-half years of the Tribulation, chapters 8-18.
a. The Seven Trumpets greatly increase God’s judgment, chapters 8-9.
(1) The first four trumpets attack lower creation, Rev. 8:1-13.

(a) The trumpets are prepared.

» When the Lamb broke the seventh seal, there was
silence in heaven for about half an hour [Rev. 8:1].
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The Lamb is still the Lord Jesus Christ, cf. Rev. 6:1. The seventh seal
picks up where the sixth seal left off (Rev. 6:12), and continues the
chronology of the judgments, so that chapter 7 was a large parenthesis.

Silence in heaven is a dramatic pause - it draws attention to the
awesome power of God. In chapters 4-7 there were seven songs of
praise. The song of Rev. 4:8 was one that never ceased - until now.
There is no explanation given for why the silence is about half an
hour.

» And I saw the seven angels who stand before God,
and seven trumpets were given to them [Rev. 8:2].

Who stand before God shows these are very special and powerful
angels. Notice their perfect submission, awaiting orders from the
sovereign God of the universe. Trumpets is the Greek word “salpigges”
which was the silver trumpet, parallel to Num. 10:1-10, used for
announcements, warnings, and offerings. Silver is symbolic of
redemption, because through His judgments God is redeeming the
earth.

» Another angel came and stood at the altar, holding a
golden censer, and much incense was given to him, so
that he might add it to the prayers of all the saints on
the golden altar which was before the throne [Rev.
8:3].

There are two separate altars pictured in this scene. The altar (the
brazen altar) is the place of judgment because brass is the symbol for
judgment in the Old Testament, representing the cross of Jesus Christ.
The golden altar is the place of intercession, which is a result of the
first altar because Jesus died on the cross for sins, making intercessory
prayer possible. All men must come to Jesus Christ either in salvation
or judgment.

As for me, I baptize you with water for repentance, but
He who is coming after me is mightier than I, and I am
not fit to remove His sandals; He will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit and fire [Matt. 3:11].
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“Now judgment is upon this world; now the ruler of
this world will be cast out. And I, if I am lifted up from
the earth, will draw all men to Myself”” But He was
saying this to indicate the kind of death by which He
was to die. The crowd then answered Him, “We have
heard out of the Law that the Christ is to remain
forever; and how can You say, ‘The Son of Man must
be lifted up’? Who is this Son of Man?” [John 12:31-
34].

In verse 32, “will draw all men to Myself” means that after the cross all
men must come to Jesus either by faith for salvation, or come before
Him in judgment. Matt. 3:11 means that Jesus will baptize believers
with the Holy Spirit, but baptize unbelievers in the Lake of Fire.

The prayers of all the saints were seen back in Rev. 6:9-11 and this
angel is simply adding to them.

Saints is “hagioi”, which means “set apart ones”, those who are set
apart as holy unto God by the blood of Christ (see Rev. 7:14).

The golden altar in the Tabernacle was right in front of the veil, or in
heaven, immediately before the throne. God’s throne on earth was the
Ark of the Covenant, whose lid was called the “Mercy Seat”. It was
God’s throne on the earth for that is where He manifested His glory.

» And the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the
saints, went up before God out of the angel’s hand
[Rev. 8:4].

The prayers of the saints went up before God and resulted in
tremendous action, coming in verses 5 and following. We should never
doubt that prayers of believers have an effect in heaven!

» Then the angel took the censer and filled it with the
fire of the altar, and threw it to the earth; and there
followed peals of thunder and sounds and flashes of
lightning and an earthquake [Rev. 8:5].
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He filled it with the fire of the altar because that altar is the source of
judgment. He threw it to the earth because the earth has now come
under the wrath of God. Peals of thunder and sounds and flashes of
lightning are a common Scriptural warning of immediate judgment
from God. The earthquake is the second one; the first one is recorded
in Rev. 6:12.

» And the seven angels that had the seven trumpets
prepared themselves to sound them [Rev. 8:6].

The seven angels...prepared themselves shows that even angels must
ready themselves to do the will of God. Believers still on earth must do
likewise! Note that here the four angels prepare to destroy four things
we all take for granted; the land, sea, fresh water, and the heavens.

(b) The first trumpet brings judgment on the land.

» The first sounded, and there came hail and fire,
mixed with blood, and they were thrown to the earth;
and a third of the earth was burned up, and a third of
the trees were burned up, and all the green grass was
burned up [Rev. 8:7].

For Hail,

Now the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand
toward the sky, that hail may fall on all the land of
Egypt, on man and on beast and on every plant of the
field, throughout the land of Egypt”. Moses stretched
out his staff toward the sky, and the Lord sent thunder
and hail, very severe, such as had not been in all the
land of Egypt since it became a nation. The hail struck
all that was in the field through all the land of Egypt,
both man and beast; the hail also struck every plant of
the field and shattered every tree of the field [Ex. 9:22-
25].

The fire was probably lightning. Blood is not explained, but might be
the blood of the martyred saints. A third of the earth is all vegetation
including trees and grass. All these are essential to support man’s life.
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(c) The second trumpet brings judgment on the sea.

» The second angel sounded, and something like a

great mountain burning with fire was thrown into the
sea; and a third of these became blood [Rev. 8:8].

Something like shows that John really doesn’t know what this is, but
tries to describe it the best he can. A third, which is repeated all
through the sounding of these trumpets, shows a /imited judgment from
God; He is still providing man an opportunity to repent. Became blood
either from the blood of the fish in the sea, or was part of the judgment
like that upon the Nile River (see Exodus 7:14-25).

» [A]nd a third of the creatures which were in the sea
and had life, died;, and a third of the ships were
destroyed [Rev. 8:9].

A third of the ships were destroyed will include the sailors on them. If
the Seal Judgments of Chapter 6 are the unleashing of man to destroy
himself, then this trumpet judgment is the first of the judgments in
which God directly kills man. It foreshadows chapter 9.

(d) The third trumpet brings judgment upon the fresh water.

» The third angel sounded, a